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A Message from fhe Presfdenf

b Greetmgs, Fellow Oslenans'

Our Amencan Osler 8001ety is 7’
- now 30 years old. "As-we have

gracefully aged a generation,
our membership-has naturally

" “changed. From the original

members, 29 in number ‘(2,‘4
physwmns 27 men) and

strongly oriented towards lead-

‘ing figures in academic internal
 medicine, we currently have
*"144 members including 78 ac-

tive, 53 emeritus; 6 assocxates,

~ 5 honorary, and 2 students. A

review of our total roster

" (active and-emeritus) provides

some interesting information

" about our current membership.

Our average age is 67.1, rang-

~ ing from age 40 (John Golden)

to age 94 (Saul Jarcho). There -
are 29 members over age 80; 8
over age 90; and 41 under age
60. Thirteen members are non-
MDs. Only 6 members are -

. women, We have an interna- -
" ‘tional representation: 18 mem- -

bers live in Canada, 4 in Eng-
land, 1 each in Japan, Australia,
and Wales: About 85% are or

- were in academic positions.

Infemists or internal medi-

_ cine subspecialities constitute

our greatest number (at least

' 61), but we also have 15 pro-

fessional historians, 8 meg:iicai
librarians, 8 neurologists, 5
neurosurgeons, 4 psychiatrists

represented medical subspe-
cialty (14) followed by gastro-

. enterology (6). Many of our
‘members_are or were dearns,

chiefs of divisions or depart-
ments, educators, historians, or
have: other high professional -
ranking: L

There were 104 responses to_

the Questionnaire (79% of ac-
tive members, 70% of emeri-

tus). Just slightly over half

(50.5%) felt that the total active
membership should be limited’
to.a specified number-of peo-
ple. As far as requirements for
membership, an overwhelming
75% favored retaining a presen-
tation as‘a requirement and
69% preferred that 1-meeting,
not 2, be required for consid-
eration. 72% favored expanding
the meeting to 2 and-1/2 days if
warranted; an identical number
voted againsf poster presenta-
tions, Of the 102 responses, 24

- (24.5%) belong to the AAHM.

66% of all respondents stated
that it was not important to

" meet with the AAHM. Of those

34 who felt that we should meet
with the AAHM, 9 (26%) do
not acwally attend the AAHM
meeting. 71% feltthata
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Thlrty Yec:rs Lc:ter. th Are We? thn‘ do We Wcm'r?\ *

~and pathologlsts 3 edltors and
‘tadiologists, a bioethicist, a
sociologist, and a professor of
- English. Cardxology is the-most

member should be dropped
for failure to attend 5AOQS
meetmgs in‘a row. :

A number of i unportant .
suggestions were offered:

"Meet on the weekends to take -
.advantage of 1ower plane
- fares and i unprove attendance, )

keep meetings small to- pre-

- serve scholarly fellowship'

and intimacy; allow-more
time for the presentation of -
speakers but not permit
speakers to go over their al-
loted time; provide adequate
time for discussion and so-
cialization; have invited top-
ics for presentation and dis-
cussion; continue 'to empha-
size a broader approach to the
history/humanities of medi-
cing; add exhibits of materi-
als by members; avoid be-
coming a cult or too bureau-
cratic; add younger and more-

* female members; infroduce

Osler-to housestaff and medi-
cal students; and promote
Oslerian scholarship. _

I appreciate your enthusi-
astic response to the.ques-
tionnaire which will be most
helpful in planning the future
of our AOS. As one member
responded, “It is a minor
miracle that the AOS has
continued to flourish. Let- the
miracle continue!”

Mark E. Silverman -

“E-mail: ‘
Marksil @mindspring.com
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- Pierach’s Postcards

Among W.0.’s many endearing habits -
- was his penchant for the postcard as a_-

- medium for' communication. Oslerian ~ -
.-Claus Pierach has élevated the postcard to
s ) R R " an art form. Claus, as far as we can tell,

‘The Pierach clan as depicted in- -~ does not own a conventional envelope.

h°hd°Y greeting cards f°’ ‘999 . When there is a need to send an enclo-*

(ubove) 2000 (below) :sure he’ll use any-old-thing—say the-

. envelope from his last electric and gas - .

_bill. But my are his postcards fabulous!"

Shown at the above left are examples of

the annual Pierach holiday card showing

Claus with- children and grandchildren

(cutrently 3 of each). A typical Pierach

-missive will conclude “Life is good.” And
so it would seem ‘

‘A quick MEDLIN E search will tell -
}you that Claus; who is professor of medi-
*_ cine at the University of Minnesota; is
“among the world’s experts on porphyria.
Recent papers include a history of Frie-
- drich Wilhelm I and porphyria published
. in Sudhoff’s Archiv (wouldn’t W.O. be
proud!) and a comprehensrve revrew of
- “Environmental chemical exposures and
'drsturbance,s of heme synthesis.” But, like
"o many Oslerians, he has wide-ranging -
" interests both in and out of medicine.
These include woodworking, photogra-
phy; and free-lance writing. He writes a
" weekly columx about what’s happening
in the United States for the Wertrerguer
: Zeztung, a newspaper in Bad Nauheim,
Germany; where he once lived. In this
connection, Claus wrote the followmg
piece in response to-a-call from a local -

struments.

Bechstein

Like many a childhood mine was a happy -
one. Until the summer-of 1944, When we
fled from the Russians. That was in Memel,
Germany, ou the Baltic Sea. We children
were supposedly left in the dark: Hush hush.
No, we are not going on a big trip. Just one
more time on vacation. But wehad just been
on holidéy, lovely, iri grandfather’s house
on the sea. Where are we going. Oh, never.
mind. . .. What can we take? Just a little. .
We'll be back soon, don’t worry about your

Sub]ects of Cluus s photography range
from the grandchildren to nature sceries.
“Musical Cattails” graced ihe cover of
Minnesofa Medicine.

radio station for essays about musrcal in-
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ﬁsh tank

‘But it dawned on me that this tnp was
unlike any other’ we. had éver taken. Why .

those big woeden boxes? Crates for the car-

pets. And the plctures were stored between
those rugs. Late in the evening, we were

' supposed fo be sound asleep; we heard the .

grownups talk. So quietly: We understood
nothmg But 1f felt uneasy -

Even ‘more often than usual mother j
would sit at the piano in the:music room.

- The piano, was it a baby grand?, was a,
‘Bechstein. Beautiful cherry wood. Grandfa- '
‘ ther had started out as a carpenter but to- -
‘wards the end of his hfe hada fine furniture

store and also sold pianos. His principle was
never to sell anything black. He thought
wood was far too'beautiful to everbe
painted black. So ny parents received a “
beautiful piano made out of what looked to
me like goiden wood, a masterpiece and a
gemeven if nobody would have ever played
on. it. - :

* Mother p}ayed softly ‘Had her musw

_ turned sad? Now never a waltz. Or was there *

aValse triste? And father, who often sang

so loudly while playing so that nobody -

_ would hear how poorly he played, or sohe . - :
‘might have thought “well, we didn’ t hear

’ hrm any more.. :

- Weleft Memel. And never returned The
piano was, left behind and we never found-
out what happened to it. The sad trith sank
in: the music was over. At first T could not
understand why that beautlful instrument .

. had to be left behind. After all, T was merely

ten years old and the war was not part-of my
thoughts and like everybody’ else I did-not
understand what was going on. Did I feel
sorry for us or for the piano? Poor piano, it
had been too much a part of our happy fam-
ily. : - - )
Crisscrossing Germany we settled in the
West. And never again had a piano in the

-house. Oh, father once came-home with one

of those little imitations, an electric key- -
board. I think it had to be plugged into the

_radio so that the loudspeaker would emit the '
tinkly sound. We all shook the head. And-

father sang loudly, this time perhaps so that
nobody could hear how poorly this contrap- -
tion sounded.

Wow! —CSB



. The Oslerian »

_ Yolume 1, Issué 3

Swick seeks definition of professionalism

" When we think of “medical
" professionalism” we think of

~ ' W.0. although, to be sure, he

" never proffered a definition.
And perhaps with good reason.

" New meniber Herbert W~

. Swick; in a‘major statement,

, concludes that “medical profes-/ i
e '~vsronahsm” does not really fend ‘; o
© - itself to a dictionary definition.!

"However——~as ‘with Justice Pot-
~ter Stewart’s deﬁmnon of por-
'nography——we know it when

- weseeit. -Swick concludes that

. medrcal professmnahsm ,
~-comprises at least 9 sets of be-
havmrs as fOﬂOWS’ '

L Physu:lans subordmate
 their own interests to the
" = interests of others.

2. Physicians adhere to high -
. -ethical and'moral stan-
dards

3. Physrcums respond to 50- »
_cietal needs; and their be-
haviors reflect a soc1a1
‘contract with the comrnun-
mmes served

4. vPhysxcrans evince core
humanistic values, includ-
~ing. honesty and integrity,
caring and compassio1, .
: altrulsm and empathy; re-
spect for others, and trust-
* worthiness. '
5. Physicians éxercise ac:
countability for themselves
and for their colleagues.

" 0. Physrcrans demonstrate a

. ‘continuing comnntment to .
: excellence '

.- Physrclans exhlblt a com-

: nntment 0 scholarshrp and
: to advancmg their field.

‘8.' : Physrc1ans deal with high

levels of complexity- and
: ,unceltamty

: 9 : Physmlans reﬂect upo'nv-

.+ their actions-and decisions.

- The eontext of Swick’s

: statement it. should be noted, is.
“a renewed intérest in the -

“professmnahsm that perme-

ates.the tecent medical litera-
ure. The former editor of
- JAMA, for example, argues that -

we must promote professional-

- ism “by appealing to the funda-

mental good that rests within

s ,a]most all who.were originally
attracted to medicine as a ser-

vice professwn by demanding
that professronahsm mciude
self-governance, self-

‘determmatlon and self'pohcmg

and then performing success-

fully in good faith.”? Oslerian

Kenneth M. Ludmerer inhis
much—acclalmed Time to Heal,

" observes'that market forces
L including the general abandon-

ment of fee-for-service reim-

‘bursement for managed care
~ “pose an unprecedented threat
“to medical professmnahsm—

particularly the physician’s ob-

ligations to serve the needs of

patients.” Major statements .
about professmnahsm have also
appeared in récent months in-

- Lancet and New England Jour- '
) nal of Medzcme

Swrck, a neurolog13t by

tralmng, IS no HCWCOIHEI’ to thlS )

dialogiie. ‘At the Medical Col-

lege of Wisconsin, he de51gned

and directed a 2-year sequerice

of courses known collectively

as the Promotion of Medicine
Program (POMP) designed for

" this purpose. He contiriued his

interest af the Umvers1ty of

Kansas, »and as Scholar in Resi-
."dence at the Assocratlon of -

Amencan Medical Colleges.
He is now du'ector of the Insti-

_ tute of Medicine and Humam—

ties at Saint Patrick Hospltal
Missoula, Montana, where he
continues- th1s work. -

~REFERENCES

y

Swrck HM. Toward a nor-

mative definition of medi-

cal professionalism. Acad
" Med 20()0 75: 612-616.

2. Lundberg GD. The busr— :
ness and professwnalrsm
of medxcme JAMA 1997,
: 278 1703-1704-

—csB,

McGovern makes another major contribution

As is made clear in the article by

Charles Roland on the early his- -
tory of the American Osler Soci- -
ety, the-importance of Dr: John P.:
' McGovern tothe foundmg of the

AQS cannot be overestimated. _

‘Recently, Dr. McGovern has

made another $20,000 contribu-
tion to the John P. McGovern -
Lectureship Fund. Should this

not be an example to us all as
we plan our charitable contri-
butions and our estates with the
aim of making AOS a major
voice in medicine? —CSB
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Herb ,Swi-c[r -

“Physicians evince core

humanistic vqlii:es‘,
incii{di.;rg;honesif dnd
iniegrily,,cdring‘ and
con&pdssipn; altruism
and ehap’afhy,;respeei for
ofhers,'ond L

frustworthiness.”

John P. McGovem
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o Sianiey W. Jackson, M.D."

1920-2000

. Any'member having

. pho!ogmphs from anyA_of\

our meetings is requested

7 i}e(send them to Chuck
Roland, AOS Historian:

Please include as much

. detail as possible

" Chuck Roland

: j "The O_slerior;

T,

in Memonam

: Stzinley W. Jackson, M.D.

* (1920-2000), psychiatrist and

. medical historian, died in New
"Haven, Connecticut on 24 May
."2000. He was completing his .

second year as president of the

- American.Agsociation for the

History of. Medicine. Bomn in

. Montreal, Canada, on 17 No-

vember 1920, he graduated -~

" from McGill University in

+ /1941, then served from 1941 to
- 1945 as ﬂymg officer i
- (Nav1gator} in the Royal Cana-
- dian Air Force: He later often_

reflected that he had never con-

- siderered a career in psychiatry

until he found himself actmg

- mformaﬂy as counselor and- -

therapist for many of his fellowr

*-_airmen.“He returned to Mont-

real committed to *talking
medicine;” and in 1950 re-
cerved his M.D. degree from

~McGill, He practiced as a psy-
chiatrist'in Seattle and, in 1962, -

graduated from the Seattle Psy-
choanalytrc Training Center

- President .Silve_rrnan, with ap-
‘proval of the other officers, has

appointed Dr. Charles G, Ro-
land as AOS historian, fulfill- -
ing an office consistent with

" our Bylaws. As a charter mem-

ber, and former board member,
secretary-treasurer, and presi-
dent, Chuck Roland is of course

~ eminently qualified for this.po-

sition. He has composed a
workinig job description, as fol-
lows: .

Thé :‘;‘:esponsibilitie;s; of the His-

“torian, AOS, should include

activities designed to assure the

V-Stcmley W. Jackson, M D

-and the San Francisco Psyeho-
analytic Institute..

In 1964 Dr. Jackson and his

wife, sociologist Joan K. Jack-

son; moved to New Haven,

- where for two years, supported
" bya NIMH- specral training
grant in the history of psychra— 8

try; hie was Research Fellow in
the Department of the History -
of Seience and Medicine at
Yale University. At Yale, he
‘became Professor in the De-
partment of Psychiatry and in
the Section for the History of .~
Medicine, and was appointed
Professor Erﬁeﬁtus in 1991.
Wide-ranging in his intellec-
»tual and professronal passrons,
.Dr. Jackson was especially
“known in psychiatry for his
devotion to mentoring and his -
clinical and administrative
prowess. His numerous articles
and reviews in the history of
medicine spanried ancient to -
modern times. He was Editor

- Roland _Beco;ines_AviOS Historian

ongoing preservation of the

history and the archives of the
American Osler Society. Carry-
ing out this would entail ob-
taining for preservatzon appro-
priate documents photographs,
and amfacts At the discretion
of the Secretary-Treasurer, the
Historian could advise with
respéct to selection of material
to be added to AOS archives at
the Osler Library, McGill Uni-

" versity, Montreal. The Histo-

rian should act as liaison be-
tween the AOS and the Osler
Library. In addition, the Histo~
rian would carry out such addi-

,~Yolurne 1,lssue 3

from 1991 to 1996 ‘Q'f the Jour-
nal.of the History of Médicine

and Allied Sciences, and author
of Melancholia and Depression

€1986) and ‘Care of the Psyche

A sttoty of Psychologtcal

. Healmg (1999) He was'a
~.. member of the American Osler

Society since: 1994 and a mem-
ber-of the Amencan Associa-

- tion for'the H15tory of Medicine
since 1963 and its most. récent -
_presrdent He completed his -
Presidéntial Address on “The -

Woundeii Héaler » which was
presented in his absence at the
annual AAHM: meetmg in Be-
thesda, dunng his final weeks
as an oncology patient at Yale-
New Haven Hospital. A man of

" gentleness and sharp insight, a
.consummate healer and scholar,

Stan will be greatly missed. -

—Naonii Rogers and John

'Harley Warner

tional duties as may be re-
quested by the President or the
Board of Governors.

In that spirit, Chuck seeks
photogr,aphs of our meetings
and other artifacts (handouts,
brochures, etc.). These will be

“copied and returned promptly. -

They should be sent to: C. G. -
Roland, Hannah Professor
FEmeritus, 3N10-HSC, McMas-
ter University, Hamilton, On- '
tario L8N 3Z5 (rolandc@fhs.
mcmaster.ca). Let Chuck hear
from you!

—CSB



" The Oslerian - :

) Volume 1 ' lssu’ej 3

- The Formahve Years of ihe Amer:ccm Osler

: Soc:ety

Churies G Rolcmd

- "Reprmfed w:ih perm:ss:on, from The Osler Ltbrary Newsiefter, Numbef 93

o The Amencan Osler Socxety held

i : 1ts first. formal meetlng 1971,
" an event that will represent not:

the begmmng of this essay but,’
rather aimost the end, . Though -

o some por’uon of the foundmg

* “story has be_en told by Alfred
Henderson,' and again by Hen-

* derson and McGovern,* I beheve

. - that there'is a duty for:any soci-
- ‘ety—particularly an hrstoncal, :
vSOCiei_:}E—,—tO‘I'CCQI'd'itS«an'Oﬂ-. _
 gins as thoroughly.as possible -
" “while the prmapals remain on .
- the scene. S

. “This essay is based on. my

R personal mvolvement in the

, foundmg and the early years, on
_interviews or correspondence :
with other founders, and on ex- -
amination of the hmlted pub-
lished material. The contributions
of two primary ‘movers, John P. ‘
McGovern and Alfred Hender-,
"son, will be documented. Some
1nformat10n is available about the

‘process whereby the original con- - -

. tingent of Oslerians was selected,

the constitution created, and the -

" meeting arrangements made.

. Zeitgeist is defined as a pat--
: terh of thought or feeling charac--
o teristic of a particular period or
' time. In the 1960s, the North -
'Amencan medical zeltgelst was
such. that the desirability and
 nieed for an international Osler
-:society expressed\ itself in se,\/_eral
~minds more or less simultane-

ously. One factor hielping to fash-'

ion this Zeitgeist was increasing

- concern-among thoughtful physi-
cians—and non-physicians—
.about the growing sterility in-

‘duced by the prevaﬂmg emphasw'

- on science in medical educatron

‘The concern was not a reaction
against science but rather with

the apparently concomitant loss’

“rof humamty and humaneness in
o our profession. Technology’ )
Vth'reatenéd to substitute forcar-
. .ing- A humanist role model was -
needed, and who better than Wil- °
~ Tiam Osler? '

" The two minds mos:é produc-

. tively tuned to the desirability of
" creating a society were those of
*John P. McGovern, in Houston,
- Texas, and Alfréd Henderson, in
"Washmgton D.C. Neither man
s remembers now; exacﬂy when

ﬂower,in his mind. McGovern
recalls discussing the topic with
Grant Taylor while both men
were attendmg sc1ent1ﬁc meet-

" ings in t;hermd-l%Os. Hendeson, .
“in'1966 and 1967, . .

! . Brought
the subject up to a number of
Oslerians, including Wilburt C.

“Davison and Wilder Penfield. . .

All were of one accord—that

such an organization was, mdeed
_overdue ’

93"

‘Dean Davrson played-a piv-

‘otal role here. He was Jack
McGovern’s professmnal mentor °
~ -and hero, and close friend, and

- Jack had already discussed his

idea with Davison. Thus when
Henderson called, Davison

*'promptly suggested a meeting

between the two men.

- McGovern had occasion to

attend a medical meeting in

Washington in October 1967,
there, at Davison’s suggestion, he

~met Al Henderson for the first

time. Al was then at the Smith-
sonian Tnstitution, where they
met.* The two men quickly estab-

Tished the existence of mutual
aims. They agreed to work to-
gether toward creating an Osler
society. As it turned out, Hous-

" ton, Texas was.to be the birth-

place and Jack McGovern the.

 presiding man-midwife. Those

who know McGovern, his enthu-
siasm for Wﬂham Osler, his
boundiess, restless energy, will
not be surprised to learn that he
devoted this energy to the cause
unceasmgiy

n the last half of 1969, )
Henderon traveled to Houston to
meet with Jack and to discuss -
how to set up the society. The}
process was very much a

- “smoke-filled backroom” opera- -

tion (though wrthout the fumes
since none of the founders
smoked). Jack had been part of
the establishment of another soci-
ety and had come to believe that
theinitial planning should be
done by the smallest possible
group. He functioned as the nu-

~‘cleus of the AOS group.

McGovern and Henderson
and, on one occasion, Tom Dur-

- fant, spent time together in Hous-

tori trying out ideas and making

“decisions. At other times Jack,
with regular consultation with

Henderson and others, moved the
planning and organization along.
Various decisions and sugges-
tions were tested on a few others

- including Dean Davison, Grant

Taylor, and myself.

A slate of officers was an
early requirement. McGovern
would have been happy to see his
hero, Davison, as the first presi-
dent, but the Dean urged that

.someone younger was needed.

Page 5

" -John P. McGovern and

Alfred. Henderson, Houston,
Texas, August 1970,

jplannlng the AOS

“Those who know

: M'chVern,~his
enthusiasm for William
Osler, and his boundless,
'resile'ss energy, will not »
be surprised fo learn tht
he devoted his energy fo

the cause unceasingly.”

Alfred Henderson, Tom
Durant, and John P.
McGovern, Houston, Texas,
21 February 1970
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- Willmm B Bean,
B First premdeni of the -
’*.»Amerlccm Osler Soc1eiy

. “IGeorge] Harrell later

 recalled that af the fime -
/ : h,e_ioihéd,—he had not
thought of os!er?in'iap ‘

; hlsloncal sense. o Of .

: 'course, George soon

. became a _ma,|orr lqbore;
in the Oslenan - k

vmeyard #

George Harrell,
ca. 197_0 ,

' The Oslerion

The apparently unanimous choice
was William B. Bean, then Sir
William Osler Professor of Medr-

- cingat the Umversxty of Towa.
- This invitation epitomizes the

process of our founding. On Sun-

- day 30 NoVerﬁher 1969, Jack -~
McGovern called Iowa City and

traced Bean to Clinton, Iowa, and
to—not surpnsmgly—a tennis—
‘court. A call to the clubhouse

; brought Bill breathlessly away

from his game, J ack explained

~ what was happening, because at
‘this stage Bean was unaware the

society was being created.. .
‘McGovern extended the invita:

: non, Bean accepted and retumed

to finish hrs set. -

McGovem asked Henderson

" to nominate an officer and Hen-

-derson suggested Tom Durrant,
whom Jack didn’t know. Durrant
had taught Henderson" at Temple,
and was interested enough t0
attend and participate in the sec-
‘ond meeting between McGovem
-and Henderson. He was very
positive about the new society,
and he ultimately was named 2nd

" Vice-President. McGovemn

wanted 10 have well-known phy-

sicians among the first set of offi-
" cers, to provide a cachet to the.

Socrety In recent interviews, he’
has been candid about this—the

aim was to find an initial slate of -

people who would do the job, but
who.were also prominent in

" American medicize.® So as well .
_as’Bean and Durrant, George
-Harrell was to be an officer—

Vice-President‘(and thus Presi- -
dent-elect)—and Ed Rosenow Jr
to be Secretary‘-elect. McGovern
was the first Secretary. Hender-
son was thé Treasurer-Historian.
In 1974 this last position was

_ transformed into the current Sec-

retary-Treasurership; the other
positions rotated upwards annu-
ally, Sécretary to second Vice-

" President, and so on.”

George Harreﬁ was on the

origihal slate,of officers, having
been invited both to join and to
serve by Jack McGovern. Be-~

" cause these initial contacts were

all made by telephone, documen-

" tary support is minimal. Harrell

later recalled that at the time he
joined, he had not thought of

. Osler in an historical sense -—at -
" Jeast, I think that is what George )

recalled: one of the challenges of
historical research is interpreta- -
tion! Of course; George soon -

. became a major laborer in the
Oslerian vineyard. . .

This is perhaps theu proper B
place to méntion my own modest
role'in these formatrve days I

had met J ack McGovern.on a tnp,

to. Houston in about 1965, soon
after I'had joined the editorial -~

staff of JAMA. It was the editor, o
. John Talbott, knowing. of my

interest in Osler, who suggested
that I should meet McGovern.
Sometimie in 1967 we agreed to

* work on a project related to 7

Osler, the end product of which

was the book, William Osler: The.

Contiriuing Education, which
was. published in 1969.2 Thus we
were in regular correspondence’
and met frequently about the
book while the Osler Society
began to take shape AlsoTwas
organizing the special issue of

JAMA for 22 December 1969,
'commemoratmg the 50th anni=
* versary of Oslér’s death. Among

those whom I invited to contrib-
ute an article. was Jack
McGovern. It was this connec-
tion that led McGovern to put my

" name forward not only as a Char-

ter Member but also as a member
of the initial Board of Governors.
Moreover, ‘McGovern and 1
talked on the telephone, fre-
quently and at length; about vari-
ous aspects of the new organiza-
tion, the form it should take, who
should be approached to join, and
similar questions. So I was not
among the very small group that

“met once or twice in Houston but
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was. fully aware of what was

. happening, and 1 provxded some
-input into the process.

An informal division of labor‘
seems to have been worked out

~ between:McGovern and Hender-
- son. McGovern, from the func- -
tiorial center of operations in

Houston, played the larger-role
in contacting potential officers, -

- governors, and Active Members,
- arranging for incorporation, and

planning the Galveston meeting
that became a sort-of informal
first meeting of Oslenans in-ad-

“vance of the Osler Society. Hen-
-~ derson began to draft alogo,”

arrange for the printing of mem-
bership certificates and pro-
grams—his father-in-law was'a .
printer—and other similar tasks.
This division was not absolute .
and never formal.

The ofﬁcers and the members
of the first Board were invited by
telephone; no letters. Charter
Members were largely invited by
letter. For example, T invited
Earle Scarlett, Earl Nation, Bill
Gibson, Ray Pruitt, Tom Keys,
R. Palmer Howard, and Edward
H. Bensley.” All except Bensley
accepted promptly and happily."
Edward Bensley informed us

that he had just discovered he .

belonged to 40 societies and had
vowed to cut down. Characteris-
tically, given this, and despite his
great interest in Osler, he felt
obligated to decline.’'

The statement of purpose of
the ﬂedglmg orgamzatron was as
follows:

The purpose of the Society is to
unite, into an organized group, physi-
cians, and others allied to the profes-
sion, with a common interest in me-
morializing and perpetuating the
fessons of the life and teachings of

. William Osler, to meet periodically

for the purpoée of presentation and

- discussion of papers on the life and

influence of Osler upon the profes-
sion, and to publish these essays as a .
Proceedings of the Society; to




o yl'l"he*’Osleriqn e

| continually place | before the profes— :
sion a reminder of the lngh pnncxples
of life and humanism in-practice of

Osler, and to introduce these tlﬁngs to

those entermg the professton

_ One of my suggestions was that’ -

we aot.estabhsh a journal.. My
reasoning was explained in a let-

ter to Jack: “I would like to sug-- -

gest an alternative procedure for-
~“'the dissemination of papers -
' 'which might be presented at.

‘some of us. If this isthe case I
‘would suggest that this could be -
‘more effectlvely done by arrang—

~ingto have the artlcles published -

in a variety of different Joumals
in this country and perhaps

' -abroad also.: Inevuablyasepa-r f :

T 'rately pubhshed Proceedings
- would have a small circulation
and would net be seen by those -
we are trying to reach.” -

This suggestion was followed

"and, therefore, the: AOS does not.

have a journal. Perhaps ironi<

cally, though, we have pubhshed‘ '

two volumes of The Persisting
Osler, with a third being planned.
This-is:a type of Proceedings—
-and I am one of the editors, with -
Jerry Barondess, and for Volume
-One, Jack-McGovern. Volumhe -
'Three is m preparation.

Among the or1g1ual members !

of the AOS, some had, in 1969, a
basically passive interest in. -
Osler, admiring himas arole
model.but not doing research or E
‘writing about him. Examples
wouild be Bill Beatty, Géorge
Harrell, Ray Pruitt, or Chauncey

‘Leake. Of course, most or all of
these became heavily involved in .

the ensuing years. Others had
already taken a more active ‘
interest, including Jack
McGovern, Bill Bean, Earl Na-
tion, and myself.

- Many of these original mem-
bers were unacquainted. One

 the well—recogmzed “Old Boys

" ‘instance of how the informal ~
. nomination process worked is . -

that of Earl Nation. Earl, in a

- recent letter, has recorded some 7
~ mystery about his involvement as .
~acharter member. He wrote:“1 -

am one of the forfunate ones,

o ‘[although} niot present at the' for-
matlve meeting of the Osler Socx- o

ety, to have been’ selected achar- 7' '

o ter member To this day.I donot

» ht | S _ -know how this came about.
meetings of the group: I'assume’ .
that the purpose of publicatior is -

“to spread the gospel to those who -
aré not-as familiar with Osleras

n14

Natxon goes.on to. say that lus

. sole Oslenan contnbutlon before
this time was the compilation and
* publication of Osler’s “Menand
- Books” items in the Canadtan N
- ‘Medical Association Journal as a
- small book. But that book is the.

clue to the explanation. I had

' read of the book and had ob-

tained a copy from Nation, while

,I was still in general practice, and
" thus'was very much aware of

" him. When Jack McGovern .

: Vasked for suggestions for naines

of potential members in the new -

" 'society, Nation’s,was one of -

thosé T put forward. Once the
ofﬁcers agreed, sometxme to-

~ wards the end of 1969 I'called

©  Nation in Pasadena and invited

" him to become one of us. Hap-
- pily for the organizvatidn' he

agreed. Needless to say, thisis -

]

system.

Palier Futcher was another
charter member. He recalls that
he played no role in setting up
the Society: “I just suddenly .
found myself a Charter Memi-

ber—by heredity!"** I should - -
elucidate Palmer’s jocular com-
~mient; his grandfather, R. Palmer

Howard, was Osler’s mentor at

* McGill; his mother was Marjorie
“Howard Futcher, and his father -

was Thomas B.-Futcher, MD, |
Osler’s resident and then faculty
associate at Hopkins.'® If his in-
clusion was dueto heredity, it
certamly was remarkably sohd
Oslenan hered1ty

To be contmued

TR U YCTT prOTOUTIwY

actwmes and accomplish-

" ments and accompanied by
photographs or other illustra-
tions. For distribution of re-

" prints and other materials of
possible interest to AOS mem-
bers, please send 150 copies.
Your. ideas for The Oslerian
are of course most welcome!
Direct all correspondence by

" mail, fax, or e-mail to the Sec-
retary-Treasurer.
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2,2000.
Dr. Kazuo Kinoshita will

" present his paper on “Osler
“and myself.” He was once a

researcher with the Neuro-
logical Institute in Montreal,
which was founded by Dr. -
Wilder Penfield. I will pre-
sent my paper on
“Aequanimitas” wntten by
Osler.

The number of our Soc1ety

Volume 1, lssue 3. -

" REFERENCES

1‘.’ 'Henderson AR. Comments on
“the American Osler Society and' :
an mtroductlon of William B.
. Bean_ Johns Hopkins Medical

Journal 1971; 129: 343345,

2. Hendersosn AR McGovern JP.

‘The American Osler Society: Iis
»occasmn for bemg and its ori-

[1209 1218
3. 'Ibtd,p 1209

' ".4.>'7->Idem o
-5, "BxllBean,TLStoJoth

E McGovem 19 December l969~

6. - -JohnP: McGovem mtervelw by .
"~ .CG. Roland, Naples, Florida, .

29 March 1995, pp. 18-19. -

7. George Harrell, ALS to CG

: Roland, 7 June 1994

8. McGovem JP, Roland CG, eds.

: Wlllzam Osler, the Continuing
_ Education: Spﬂngﬁeld, Minois:

o ]CharlesC Thomas 1969: 365 o
9. CG Roland TLSto P '

- McGovem, 7 January 1970, p l

10.- CG Roland; TLS 0P

"McGovern , 28 January 1970,
reported the acceptances by -
Nationi, Howard, Scarlett, and
Gibson: Keys and Pruitt had

- expressed their acceptance

-inperson. * - .-

11: CGRoland, TLS to JP

McGovem 7 January 1970,
P 1.

S 12, ,'JP McGovern, TLS to

- Willard E. Goodwin, 9Decem—
ber 1969:

- 13- CGRoland, TLS to JP

g McGovem, 7 January 1970, p.
1 '

.14, Earl Natxon ALSto CG Ro-

land, undated but June 1994

15. PalmerH.- Futcher, AlS to CG
-Roland, 6 June 1994.

16. - Palmer H. Futcher, “Osletian
mementos,” MS memioir, 26
Séptember 1994,.in possession
of the-author, p.1. -

gin: Southern Med J 1974; 67 ’

Page 7

Dean Wllburt C
Duwson, ca. 1960

Dr. Emile Holman,
23 March 1970

Dr. Wilder G. Penfield,
"~ 1963

Publishing Company, Inc.), a
compilation of his provoca-
tive gleanings that.have ap-
peared between April 1994
and April 2000 in Baylor
University Medical Proceed-
ings.

Mark Silverman, with four
British colleagues (Peter R.

Fleming, Arthur Hollman,

Desmond G. Julian, and

Dlllulmll] DCT WL TITe yUl_
traits of W.0. and Mark
Silverman on the first page of -
the August issue of The Osle-
rian. For the next issue;
please ask Mark to take off

* his glasses, wear a dark suit

and a more conventional tie,
put tiis left hand on the side

~of his face and look a Tittle:

more serious! The result
should be interesting.”



