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' Greetmgs F ellow OSlenans’

The Charleston meetmg began

 with Frank Neelon’s seminar

o oon medical and humanistic top- -

~ics. Started at our 2000 Be-
“thesda meeting, it reconvened

- due to popular demand and is- -~
-now a tradition. Gather any

: groupof physicians together to

- discuss a comsion topic, and
uhc'o;mniOnrir'isights will result.

" The Board of Govefnors,r

- sputred on by the thoughts and

.actions of Mark Silverman and

. Charley Bryan during the pre-

_ceding year, accomplished a

- number of things:

1.7 ‘Welcomed six new mem-
- bers and one associate -
member: William Clyde
'Partm (Atlanta), Robert G.
~ Mennel(Dallas), Lloyd W.
- Kitchéns, Jr. (Dallas),
‘Bruce J. Innes (Macon,
. Georgia), Conrad C. Fulk-
" erson (Durham), Bairy '
Cooper (Dallas), and Mi-
chael W, Cater (Santa
Annaj.

2. Applauded the valuable
services-of Clyde Partinin
estabﬁshing a compendium

~ of Oslerian papers which is
ngw available on our Inter-
net website, a real labor of
love!

-~ AMERICAN OSLER SOCIETY

e Oslerar

) "f'A Messcsge from fhe Pressa’eni ,
. Lookmg Backwards, Lookfng Fo;‘wc:rd

Dlscussed fulther augmen- S

’tatlon of the American -

" Osler Soexety sarchives at”
“the Osler Library at '

McGill; which Larry’

: 'Longo had begun

Heard from our hlstonan, g
/‘Charles Roland of his -
contmumg activity on the
- :.'history bf ‘our society.

) Accepted in toto the pro-
“posed Bylaws changes pre-
~viously documented inthe -
‘Oslerian.

‘Voted to abide by: thie Mi-

cawber Rule by increasing

 our dues t0'$150/year

- (Micawber Rule: “Annual
- income twenty pounds,
" annual expenditure nine- -
.teen, nineteen six: Result, 7
“happiness. Annual income
~twenty pounds, annual ex-

penditure twenty pound,
ought &six: Result, mis-

. ery ”)

Noted with pleasure the
presence of Osler Librar-
ian Pam Miller, who also
presented Bill Feindel's
paper in his lamented ab-

‘sence.

Resolved that future meet-
ings will in the main con-

., -tinue to be held in con-
. junction with the AAHM.

. -June 2001 .
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: devxate mthe event of a

“special opportumly’
‘such as that existing in -
2003 in Edmburgh

Our hotel in Charleston was

; -the Embassy Suites, until 1926

the home of The Citadel—
beautifully redone into attrac—

-tive and comfonable quarters
“with good food, serviee, and -

genume Southem charm.
Secretary-Treasurer Bryan
provided naime tags with home
bases identified, and booklets
of abstracts that also contained
addresses of the attendees.
-'The papers were- superb
with 15:minute presentations .

~-and 5 to 10 minute discussion

periods. The meeting was kept
ona tlght schedule, aided im-
measurably by the loan of

. Bruce Innes’s red, green; and
_yellow Limitimer. With rare

exceptions, there was adequate
time for discussion; .
Where else but the AOS
does everyoné stay for every
paper?! Where else could
Claus Pierach’s strikingly
original paper on Cover Art be
discussed by Charles Roland,
whoin 1964 (when JAMA
started cover art) was the
youthful assistant to JAMA

-editor John Talbott? Where

else could Peter Warren's pa-
per on oxygen therapy for
pneumonia include J ohn West.
in attendance?

(continued on page 2),
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Presrdeni sMesscxge (Cenimued)

o I wasfth'j consensus that
~Kenneth Ludmerer’s °

"~ McGovem lecturé wis as
good as his Time.to Heal— -

o ;,lmore than that could not be-

. Our banquet was at the

o ':“Gibbes Museum of Art where
~." President Silverman was Wil- ~
“* liam Harvey presenting De

- _jMotu Cordis and the Royal

":represe ed by Arthur Holl-
. man, archivist of the’ Brmsh
"7 < Cardiac Society and one of
R the. edrtors w1th Mark of

L The Oslenon g

* British Cardtology in'the 20:11

Century
- The ﬁnal day ended Wrth a

o prcmc at Mrddleton Place
- . plantation with ifs lovely
+- . grounds-and gardens ona X

lovely sunny evemng

* Those of us: staying for the o
AAHM meetmgs had two spe--
cial opportunrtres Plnhp Leon

arranged forusito attend the -

Friday afternoon dress: parade SR |
~-at The. Crtadel—an event full .~ -
. rof tradmon, ‘patriofic music,

_.and: cadet recognition. Charleva )
: Czty'?‘?

Bryan gave the Annual -

i-Lecture at the AAHM that day :
with his paper on “South Caro-

.. lina Monuments and the C’s of
- Medicine: Of Slms and
' Hayne R .
= ~Finally, Kansas Crty, Apnl S
- 23-25; 2002. Robert Mart- =

, ensen, charrman of the Depart-
~ment of History and Philoso-

.:phy of Medicine at the Kansas
L Umversrty Medrcal Center, is" ,
in charge of local arrange- .

ments. Those of us who know

*" Kansas City, know the answer -~ - -

“to the question: Why Kansas

 Voum e 1

The William Rockhill
Nelson Gallery, the Linda
,Hall Museum of Science, the 7
newly opened Stowers Instl-

- tute for Médical. Research,”

the Jazz Museum, the

" Spencer Library-and Mu-
seum, the Clendening Li-
. ,,brary the ‘Negro Baseball -
.Hall of Fame—Even: Arthur
 Bryant’s Bar-B-Que..

.~ Don’tmiss it!

: lohn'C./Carson,'Nﬂb' i

2602 Meetmg Schedu!ed for Kansas C:fy, Aprsl 23 25

Mark your calendars, fel-
:low Oslerzans‘ g

"¢ The 2002 Meetlng is

L ,scheduled for Kansas Crty,‘ :
12325 Apnl We will meet

- again.in concert with the = -

* American Association for _
~the, Hrstory_ of Medicine.

- ~Robert Martensen is chair- -
. man-of the Local Arrange-
- ments Committee. A block.

[ of rooms has already been

reserved at the Westm Crown ;‘
- Center and room: rates wﬂl

be somewhat less- ‘than this-

year ($144 single occuipancy, -
. $154 double occupancy). .
Reservation forms will go out -
. -with a mailing this fall. -
. Meanwhile, information for
~-abstracts is summarized on -
_page 12of this issue of ’Hze -
o a memorable time.

Oslerzan
The 2003 meenng is

B QSZermn Progress Noies

,iKen Ludmerer has re< -
"ceived the Dlstmgmshed

/ Alummis Award from the :

- f ~Johns Hopkrns Umversrty
o TSchool -of Medicine. For

Time toHeal, Dr. Ludmerer

- ~has.been nomlnated for. a
" Pulitzer Prize.:

*-John West has been

elected to fellowship in the

American Academy of Arts\
~ and Sciences. .
: Marvm Stene and Jim -
Toole have been elected

" . ‘Masters of the Amerrcan

- College of Physicians. -
. Jackie Duffin has re-
v‘ ceived the Jason A Hannah

‘Medal from the Royal Socr- o
ety of Canada for her: book,
- To See with a Better Eye: The.
~“Life of R.T. H. Laennec.

Chuck: Reland has had

g pubhshed Long Nzght s Jour-
“ney into Day Prisoners of

© - Warin the Far East, 1941-

1945 (Waterloo: Wllfrrd

Laurier Umversrty Press,
2001) and also, with Jacques

- Bernier, Secondary Sources-
- in the History of Canadian
- Medicine: A Bibliography

(Volume 2, Waterloo and. To-

‘ronto: Wilfrid Laurier Uni-

versity Press & Associated

"Medical Services, 2000).

‘scheduled for Edmburgh

" Scotland, tentatrvely for May
.21-24.and in concert with the

. Osler Club of London and the-

Japanese Osler Society. We are-
considering a post-meeting his-

 torical tour of Scotland, which - -

would take us'to sites.such as
St. Andrews, Aberdeen, Inver—
ness, and Glasgow It should be

_ The location of the 2004

. Tonse Ra;u has in press a -
book of translated proverbs -

from Kannada, a South Indian

. language, to be entitled Don’
. Stand in Front of a Palace or. -

Behind a Horse.
Jerry Barondess and
Chuck Roland have in press

" - The Persisting Osler III: Se-
lected Transactions of the’
- American Osler Society, 1991-

2000.(Malabar, FL: Robert
Kirieger Co., 2001).

John Cule has had pub-
lished The Timechart History

- of Medicine (Rickmansworth:

The Timechart Company Worth
Press, 1900).

© - forthe 2004 meeting.

- family.”

meetrng has not been deter—‘ .

. mined. Strong sentiments -

-~ have.been expressed for

.- Houston, Texas. Cleveland,

Towa City, and Rochester :

‘Minnesota have also been
: nomrnated “The AAHM will

.- be meeting that year in Madi-

- 'son,-Wisconsin. Let your offi-

cers know your-preferences

-—CSB -

Mlchael Bliss recerved an

- honorary Doctor of Letters

degree from McGill Univer-

“sity and delivered the Convo-

cation address to the gradu-

‘ates in medicine-on “Osler’s

He has also been
awarded one of the 30 Uni-

~ versity Professorships avail--
" able to the 1500 tenured

members of the University of

- Toronto.

‘Bill Feindel has been hon—
ored with. the creation of a

- -chair at the McGrll Univer-

sity.

 (for More Oslerian. Progress

Notes, see page 11)
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 The 2001 Annual Meefing: Pictorial Highlights

',Charleston known in' South Carohna

“as “the holy city,” was at its glonous _
‘best for the 31st annual: meeting of the

; Amencan Osler 8001ety Fears of Iow
- attendance and unseasonably cold

Vweather proved unfounded Spl]lover

: resulted m up t01401 persons i the Co—
lomal Ballroom at times; puttmg apre-.

" mium on good seats. Submission of : x
“‘many good abstracts made the program Sanchia Mitchell and Steve Hastorok - s
' worked behind the scenes to make it

a busy one, and moderators and speak-" " ]
: .‘ers were exhorted to: stay on ume. And 7 happen. B T e T ; :
: vstay on time they did; thanks in large : -
-measure 1o a-timing dewce hauled all + ~
-the way from Macon, Georgla, by one
~of ournewest members, Bruce Innes' 0
- Many were the hlghhghts a o
_ The first morning’s program, leav-
ing us wondering how much more can |
' “be said about W.O.; his pupils; and col-.
Earl Natlon and Carolyn Guldltta ~ ‘leagues: .. Ken Ludmerer’s McGovern .
brought cheer from Cahforma. © lecture; forcefully dehvered without
o 1beneﬁt of slides or notes, giving us.a
- sweeping perspective on medical edu—
.cation. . .the student lecturers; Beth
'Premmger and Jennifer Keam. .. Mark
Silverman’s impersonation of William
‘Harvey at the banquet, held at the Gib-
- bes Museum of Art on Meenng ,
. Street. .. A ‘concluding picnic-at: Mid- "
-dleton Place with ample t1me to stroll‘ ,
’around the grounds ‘

’ Janet Murray).came from’ East '

Attendance was hlgh partrclpatlon
: 51on, Would, we thmk, have been S hvely
Sussex with slides and a prayer for - proud. o o

~ aprogram slot. He got it.

-Larry Longo watches the green light
as Cynthla Pitcock speaks. Bruce In-

Dick and John Golden, father and B Ehzabeth and John Carson with Laura nes’s timing device was a big hit, and
son Oslerians : , Grfford ‘ , there was even extra time for breaks. -




Mark Silverman transfers the latch key
to John Carson {photo’ by Dee Canale)

i shpped‘away during the dinnerto

“assume the persona of Harvey him- Is John Carson (left), our new president, squmtmg because of the South Caro-
self, then gave the address as : lina sun or the dauntmg cha]lenge of following Sﬂverman 'S addressV Larry -
though he were Harvey preseﬁnng , Longo (center), our new first vice- pre51dent seems to be saying, f‘Who me‘7”
to the Royal College of Physicians Phll Leon (nght) a professor of Enghsh wrote an Oslerian grace
“in 1628. His address was not only .
- good theater; but also educational

as Harvey’s experiments were :
clearly demonstrated by an accom- =
. panying video. Future presidents '
have a Very tough act to follow!

Neil McIntyre and Chuck Roland
discuss serious matters durmg a cof : Wﬂham B Bean essayists Beth Premmger (from New York Crty)
fee break.. , . and Jennifer Keam (from Portland Oregon) were all smiles after their pres-

. entations.




Clockwxse from upper Ieft Dee and
Janet Canale, Bob and Susan )
Klmbrough, John:West (gemng a 1es—

“son in coopering); Donna Bryan . -
- (getting a lesson in basketmaking),
.Bill Roberts with CSB, Chuck and
Lucia Wooley with Paiela Miller,
~Claus and Rosemarie Pierach, and

= Bruce and Fye—all enjoying Mlddle- -
ton Place.. -

One of the 1afgeé groups - |

of Oslerians ever photo-
graphed—and surely the
largest group ever photo—

gathers on‘a warm Apnl
day aft. Mlddleton Place,
America’s oldest. land-
scaped: gardens The T-

. shirts'were the i 1nsp1rat10n
“of pre51dent Mark™ -
Sllverman The, Vemon

Whlle the back contams ﬂus
Osler aphonsm‘ “Acquire

the art of detachment, the

virtue of method, and the
" quality of tkoroughness but
~above all the grace of hu-
mifify? One was given to,
each reg1strant—hereafter
they wﬂl be for sale. -

graphed weating T=shirts— -




T Sean Bulier Murphy of M'\ ntreal grandson of “the ophthal— e
mologlst who saved William Osler from. ophthalmology, sketches
- the scenery at Mlddleton Place s T TR

Clockw1se from upper left Mlchael and Ehzabeth Bliss; Nancy Moore
; and Larrykv}LongO' Wendy Mclntyre and Wﬂl Hau-

' Sean Murphy
-was found
“sketching in -
‘the Embassy
‘Suites entrance:
way right up-
until depar- = |
ture! - i

Chaco and Ranger Boy reluctandy
stayed at home.”
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The Formot:ve Yeors of ?he Amer:can Os er Socnety (concleded from Novernber
2000 (volume 1, r;urnber 3)) L - .

Chcrles G Roland

_4«‘" o Among Palmer Futcher s m— i
g herrted Oslerrana was one of

e “the ongmal latch-keys to- l
;West Franklm Street, the

ved-at 3 West Franklm, so°
; that they.« could have access to

Sl s, the model for the' largew -

: ;of the cmrent presrdent on-

* . formal occasions, and that, in-

A;,,'mlmature, appears o many
goE ]acket lapels today, and asa’
_fy motrf on ‘the Socrety tie.

b Another Charter Member
B W1l]1am C. Grhson inare-

L ;cent somewhat cryptic post- )
-+ card said, “Ithink you... = -~ -

o - Thought I should be the an—
“chor (& poor. one) on. the Pa- :

crﬁc Your rdea isa good one

E but St. Alzheimer may be in

the ascendant here'”” Rela— b

L ‘tive: to Grbson slast ¢ com-
. ment referrmg jocularly to -

S hlmself in 1969, I should just

| - point.out that i in l998—)ust
short of three decades later—
 he had pubhshed not one but -

‘two books Alzhetmer rndeed' ‘

A word should be said
" here about the name of the

orgamzatxon One possrbrhty »
discussed was the Wllllam c

Osler Society of America."®
, Though a'serious suggestron,'
" by the time it surfaced the.
; orgamzatron had become a
legal entity under our present
name. Another proposition

, scale key that adoms the neck e rat ed in the St ate of T s,

. This acqmred legal vahdlty

: ‘t'on6 February 1970, with the -

' document niaming  the initial :

ﬁve ofﬁcers dsa- Board of

5 Trustees, and srgned, as incor-

" porators, by Jack and two

‘ :f"other (non-Oslenan) resrdents :

- of Houston Ultlmately incor-

, ‘poratlon was revoked because
“the s annual fee was not paid by

- the then'treasurer. " In 1974 T

- took over as Secretary-

was the orth Amencan
" -Oslet Socrety, a move that
mlght more fully have recog—

e ﬂmzed the 91' ays strong Cana— ‘
,Osler home in Baltnnore ‘Theé ¢ L
key was: grven to Tom Futcher__‘if,
‘when he ‘with other residents -~

{Osler s hbrary at wﬂl And it j:"f: Cy
is thatongmal key that served ‘

Treasurer and re—mcorporated

; the AOS in anesota.

“On 22 February 1970 the -

- Board of Trustees had its ﬁrst
meetlng Tt'was at. that time =
“¢ that the Board of Governors )
- and the Charter ‘members
were all. formally elected_‘o
; 'V/constrtutron was drawn up at
“this time. And the three Rho-
“des: scholars who had been -
-Osler’s students at Oxford——

Davrson,_ Holman and Pen- -

. field—were named Honorary
. -Members, though the formal
~announcement of this was
E postpd%d antil it could be
* done with them present, at the
" April symposium in Galves- -

*ton, Texas

The l97(} Galveston meet—
8 mg on Humamsm in Medr- :
“ cine was seen by’ McGovemn, '
» 'Henderson, Davrson, and oth—
- ers as @ “trial run” foran
" Osler Socrety APlanmhg head -
: ?begun in November. 1968,
. “when. ack McGOVern and
 Grant T aylor decrded to or=
S gamze a symposrum ongr-
~nally it had’ been scheduled »
for Houston for late 1969, to
_be part ofthe commemoratron :
-of the 50th anniversary of .

Osler s death in'1919.. For -
vanous reasons this trmmg

did not Work out. But
iMcGovern had been drscuss-
‘ing the conceptof a meeting -
with Chester Burns and Tru-
i manBlocker, at the Umver— :
~ sity of Texas. Medical Branch
at- Galveston When the Hous—;r
- ton plans. ﬂoundered Pre31-
dent Blocker, suggested com-

mg 0, Galveston.

. The speakers who were
e selected for Galveston were -
- seen as a potentlal core of ~
- members for the new socrety
“This meeting played a srgmﬁ-;’—' B
~ cant role.inthe orgamzatlonal -
. Zeztgezsr at least one ‘aspect . ‘
" of this was the opportumty of

many members and prospec-
tive members to meet or to

“become better acquainted
.with the threé men who were.

our initial honorary mem-
bers-—Drs. Wilburt Davison,

" Emile’ Holman, and Wilder

Penfield.

'nence in; medlcmel;
g {Rhodes Scholars and Osler s

- daily, 1915 through 1 L
- Davison has written about: hrs

All three achreved pronn— :
Al had been

~ the man, even ino-their erghth
_ decades. Penfield has' descnbed 2
e hrmselfas “one of the hardy
_ fperenmals who knew im'in
" student-days.” 2 As ack”
LMcGovern wrote, in thrs case S
* regarding his relationship. wrth S
- Davison; “Tlns influenceof = ©

teacher upon student may well o

" be-the most realistic avenue to B
1mmortahty—n .
. ity of mere-name but rather of :

“spirit and philosophy.” :

”23 :

Dean Davison knew Osler

L well; he saw “him frequently
- between 1913 and 1915 and’

then, ashis intein; esseniti; lly o

first meetmg with Osler, in Ox— il

" ford. He had been sent to Srr -
-~ William to present ‘his: unusual
jrequest foran heretical altera” S
- tionin'an Oxoniar tradmon Of T

course, Osler was supportlve
Dayvisen’s treprdatron vanished:

- as he found the Oslers “so. -~
" charming and’ fnendly that: I
-+ soon felt I had two friends at .
- Oxford. My awe 1mmed1ately
turned to adoration and’ devo—

n."* That feelmg never chs— =

:appeared. : .
The mmal formal meetmg of .

" the AOS was held in Denveron -

"1 April 1971. Bill Bean, the - -

first and outgoing presrdent
presrded nine of the original 30

~members attended. Membershlp

diplomas were presented at the
business meeting, at which A.
McGehee Harvey was elected

’ secretary

.. These sessrons and dmner :

ﬂwere followed by an open -



- 'Pv(‘igeB ;

- “The weight of the
' decunientation is

o co:ivin’cing iohn P

v McGovem was indeed ﬁle

' f,'prmctpai founder of the

‘ Arpencun Qsier Society.”

) Tthslerion C

_‘Meetinig attended by about -
‘ fsrxty interested members of -
. "the American College of Phy-
v ently.

srcrans Bill Bean and

SAOEE ;Chauncey Leake spoke very
- -well, and my ~]oumal closesy .
B All in all, a good first ses-
B o sion. »26 This early, though
L -completely mformal relation-
e < ship: Wrth the Amencan Col-
s lege of Physrcrans provideda
EESR ‘.nurtunngenvrronment_ Our
.7 initial Secretary-Elect, Ed -
e :ffRosenow, who was then the
A chief executrve officer of the : )
- -ACP, “assisted greatly ines-
: Zj,tablrshmg this relatronshrp

The next year'we met in

e Montreal in conjunction with.

the Amerrcan Association for

- Cthe History of Medicine. The. -
' ACP:and the AAHM have
*.-continued to be friendly
. neighbors for the AOS. And
as the Montreal program of
§ 1972 shows, we had alteady
] begun to: grow Instead of two -
- papeis there were four, in-
. cluding Harrellfs presidential
" -address on Osler’s practice in

Baltimore. Obviously, Harrell

~ had begun to look at Osler
; hrstoncally !

ST 1961 Robert Meston

’ - pubhshed a magisterial study -
of multrples——-mstances inthe
: _humamtles, the arts and sci-

Program for fhe first meehng of the Amerlcan
Osler Someiy, Denver, l97l

. ence Where two orf more peo—
- ple discover the same thmg

srmultaneously and mdepend— S
The i 1mpetus to.create
“the Amencan Osler Socrety

seems £0: be yet another in--
stance of this. phenomenon

Both Al Henderson and
Jack McGovem partrcrpated

- fully-in the early dehberatrons ,
- that tesulted in the healthy
o ~b1rth of the Amencan Osler

supports thrs observatron But
I would-go one. step further

‘and : suggest that the: key rmght
’ well beJ ack McGovern’s -
Boundless- energy.and focus, -
7 and, admmrstrauvely, the
dedication of his facilities in -

Houston—telephones, ‘secre-
taries, rneetmg space, and’ so ,
on—t»hat/made the creation
happen. Without that drive we

‘might well have remained .

merely a good-idea unreal: 7
ized.-This opiniOﬂ is widely

supported; one of thosem
A 'agreement bemg the other: .
- orrgmal planner, Al Hender- s
- son,-who, 1 m drscussrng the

creatron m a récent letter to

. me, stated that 1ts exrstence
- was rnuch more'to John

McG.’s credrt than mine.’

‘The weight. of the documenta—

tion is convincing: John P.
McGovern was mdeed the ,
prmcrpal founder of the
American Osler Socrety
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A V;ssf to the Osier Ltbmry 0516!‘; ElViS: &“d the

:-‘.’.quckstreei Boys

- ‘:Blioyed by an unrestrrcted
U gran from the: Dav1s and

: ‘,,Unrvers1ty, : | ventured north to

fLibrary at McGrll Universi
Stnctly an amateur hlstonan :

adk a clear notron of what
by 1_was a blt unsure how 10~

Wayne: LeBel Ass1stant L1— :
ranan, handed me two ordr-

'dentlﬁed on the spine as ac-

* Phyllis Clock Fund of Emory‘ :

- Montreal for-four days. ofun-"-
fettered. research at the 0sler "

dneophyte scholar at best, If

0. about it. Flrst Jesson: . -

essron numbers 356 and 417 8
. hmlO ‘minutes of ariving,
B B as'seated ata table wrtlnn ;

SR

nary lookmg black notebooks, »: :

,number the folder number
- and the item. number, all.of -
B whlch would be 1mportant for.
) »cmng purposes, 1 becamea -
t ibrt curious as to why some of
“the 1tems wete 1dent1ﬁed with ..
ﬂotattons at the top and -
. ether folders containediun-
“numbered artifacts; makmg it 5
a tadi more ‘difficult to find- the' 5
Sk sought after report. For exam-
- ple 17/18/78 meant acces-
o ,smn number 417, folder 18
-~ and the 78th object in that -
: i“'folder If afolder contamed
'perhaps 183 unnumbered :
. ’décuments, it became abit
' tedlous ﬁndmg the 93rd one.. -

~even if they were in order

“the shadow of Osler, perusing - -

" thrée or four hundred ‘pages of‘:,t
archlval hstmgs “While it may‘ .

ave been a pamstaklng

conly pure dehght asl gradu—
ally encountered useful data

/" Out of these notebooks, I dis- -
- covered perhaps 80 iters that .

= captured my interest. Each

- =desired article of curiosity .~

t required a requisition to fill -

T out the surrendermg of my

: drrver s license and the’ labor

. ofa hbranan to, procure

- Some of the items T qurckly
g ,‘l"drspatched back to the desk,
" having’ deemed themirrele- -

v vant to my purposes, however :
o 'prormsmg ‘the description may'

o “have been in the notebook.

" » "Other folders contained unex= ,

pected nuggets of brographr—

- oocal gold. Neot. accustomed o
.. the archival system, I qmckly
learned to keep ‘careful notes

) —wrth attentlon to the accessron‘

o The hbrarian adv1sed me that ;

those- 1tems enumerated in -

‘pencil- were already entered i in -

_the. computenzed data back.

- \Those not vet anomted inlead.
_\search no pam was mvolved .

~ were wartmg fundmg for the -

" Iabor intense task of being- -
: ,properly archlved ‘aproject in.
-. progress by some graduate
“students of hbrary science. I '
i ’noted with passing mterest ‘
‘that some of Cushing’s files - -
L{ 'contamed letters on blue pa-
- pers, some pmk some yellow,
- and some white. I léarned that-
‘ Cushmg had several secretar--
ies workmg for him transcnb— . ]
" ing the letters about Osler that- .
- hereceived, from hundreds of
'people As Cushmg described

R 1t to his wife, i in 1920, “T his i is

the kind of stuff we’re work-
ing on—blue [paper] for biog

: '-[graphrcal} ‘notes, yellow for

otes, pink of varia,
white for letters. It’s getting

- tobea complicated joband
* my folders which used to sit

on the desk have g_rown to
- about a yard in thickness.”!

' Ihad previously notified .

; ~tl:iehead hbranan, Ms. Pam- - -
~ela Miller, of my visitand
advised her of the nature of

my ’quest ~She had unearthed

e a few: mtngumg trdbrts quite - -
_pertment to ‘my pro;ect As I ‘
s tracked: down these data, ~
- ~some of i ityon one-quarter
L 51zed nondescnpt pleces of -
- paper, not mfrequently in.
- Cushmg 5 own handwrrtmg, .
created in me a certain degree .
- of awe and reverence Thad
ot ,anncrpatred nor.contem-
- plated. Realizinig that some of
. ‘what had been mmed was up-
- pubhshed data added to my.

. excitement. It was no less re- -
, 'wardmg to encounter some of
" the original letters to which -

: Cushmg had referred in The
: sze =

, «The staff of the Osler Li-
brary is limited in number and
the demands on their time is

* unrelenting. Nonetheless, they

were generous with their -
knowledge and their energy.
In just the few days I was

- there, the Canadian Broad-

casting Company utilized the
Osler Roomas a backdrop for

. a documentary concerning
“philosophy. Students and

- other researchers wandered
* " in. Information was found,

problems were solved. -

As an expression of my

~ appreciation; I offered to take
the staff to lunch. Though one -

stayed back to man the desk,

*'the others accepted my invita-
tion and off we traipsed down -
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» the preaprtous Promenade Sir
~ William- Osler.. At lunch 1
' leamed that Michael Bliss had
*donated to the hbrary his files -
“on his. brography of Osler. The
'gift consisted of twenty ‘com-
puter ¢ dlSCS w1th 3 hnear shelf

space. of about three inches: -
Unfortunately, government

. jregulatrons and other. factors
:,\demand that the matenal be

fprmted o_' ,and therefor s
- files. ‘will-occupy = “much more’
-shelf ; space., This séemed to me :

to be quite stark and sterile "
compared to the hundreds of

liniear feet that the Cushmg ﬁles'.v :

inhabit. The rich tapestry of

i ‘Cushmg ﬁles, mcludmg yel-/
lowed newspaper chppmgs -
- typed and handwritten notes,.

many in Cushmg s own’ moder-

.ately Ieglble handwriting, -
: srgned letters from Osler,

Osler’s autopsy report and vital

 signchart from-his final illness
-1 do not think can be matched
" by word processed noted:

downloaded from discs but the
Tatter sure will'be easier to. read -
and archive. This latter blessmg
I am sureis not lost on hbran—
ans. .-

v Aswe ﬁni‘shedi Iunch I as'k_ed
the librarians what itritated: -

"~ themi most about v1srt1ngschol— :
ars. Poor note taking and incor-

" rect citations was the answer,
since it created lots of work try-

ing to find the right source, es- -
pecially whén other researchers
showed up unknowmgly look-
ing for the wrong reference. -

" Eighty years have passed since

Osler’s death; yet Osler socie-"
ties existin fourcountnes,

new biography has appeared,
and physicians, historians, and
others still find plenty.of origi~
nal things to- write about Osler.
He is paraded forth as an unpar-

‘alleled examplé of humanism in -

medical care, a shining beacon
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- for medtcal students beSet by :
the fog of market forces and. -

* overly-exuberant technology

'shroudmg their medical edu- -
- cation, The day before I had -

" asked the ‘head- hbranan 10~

* * think about- what figure in his-"
_ tory,inor out“of’ the: medx}cal, »
 field, could boast such ongo- -
‘ 'vmg intérnational munortahty

At lunch I awmted herre-
sponse. There was a erhs
Club (of Wllhs s Crrcle

. fame), but it was: not. even .

. " near the same plane as the -

,Osler societies. The Samuel

o thing I could think of butl
really did not know much -

-~ about it. “Elvis” was her: next -
';‘idea'buth‘e diedmlyabout»zo :

. ‘»:The»’dsleﬁan‘

years ago. We had a good laiigh

‘at the thought of Osler and ELl-
vis. We suspected that this was

: the ﬁrst conversation that had

ever mcluded Sir William and

“the King of Rock *n Roll in ‘the -
I same breath I do not recall 2
’;much about Osler’ 5 taste m mu-

‘sic but T-would i imagine that it

“was, qmte sophxshcated. I be— :
', - . Jieve that Grace once men- -
o tloned a concert they. had at-
: tended 4t a cathedral. Just that
Vel mormng Thad made my way to
":.the roof of the hotel to get on .

sy Johnson Socigty was the only = filim a panorama that included

McG;]l’s athletrc ﬁelds the.

; medrcal school, the Osler Li-
-~brary, and the Royal Victoria
- Hosprtal The hotel manager

"OSlEi‘ s daugh%er (*) (")

o It is easier'to buy books than .
*“to read them;, and easier to-
. read them, than to absorb

_their contents., ,
' : f—W;Q,

‘ W-O. would most cettainly '

endorse Joseph Sapira’s book -

on physical diagnosis. Laced
- - with practical tips, allusions :

" to classical art and literature,
COmmon sense, and—yes——— B

. humor, this is a book to'be

absorbed s i
-For palpatlon of the

'epltro.chlear lymph nodes;

: Sapura recommends the polrtr~
‘cian’s handshake The exam-"
- iner grasps the patient’s right
- hand wrth hisher own right
" hand; then curls the fingers of
" - the left handin or near a groove
~-of at the brachialis muscle just
"ahove,,t,he, medial condyle of the - -
- humerus. Sapira then elabo-
rates: '

- Iwas told that the {thls]
. type of handshake was in-

~vented by Sir William osler -
- when he was Regius Profes- .

_~sor.at Oxford. Supposedly, -

and the héad of hotel mainte-

nance kindly gave me permis-
sion to get on the roof and they -

accompanied me. Neither had -

ever heard of Oler. Had anyone

else'ever asked o gettothe -
roof of the hotel to take some

- photos? I-wanted to kjnow. As
- the question was translated for
-the French-speakmg mainte-
_ nance man, he started laughing’
- and said he had- taken the Back:
slreet Boys music group up
: there 1o geta plcture

My research trip to the. Osler ‘

lerary was more producuve

* “than’ Iwould have imagined. - B
My paper was deeply enriched . -
by the information I found with.

the assrstance of the. hbranans

; ) " he would shake hands in"
* this way with young men

who carie to call on his
- daughter, in order to search
for eprtrochlear nodes

sometimes. found in the sys-
temic lymphadenopathy of -

syphlhs "Additionally, from
this posmon the palpatmg
fingers can slip a short dis-
-~ tanice to feel for the bound-
inig Com'jgan pulse of luetic
aottic msufﬁcrency at the
' brachra.l artery

Sapira playfully asks his read-

Happy Birthday, Jehn ? McGovem*

- Chuck Roland, in his hlstory of

the formative years of the AOS

(concluded in this issue), makes
it clear that Jack McGovern
“was the indispensable person,
the driving force. It gives us "
great pleasure not note that Dr."

" “McGovern celebrates this

- month his eightieth birthday.

Meanwhlle our Texas infor- -
‘mants tells us that Dr. '
McGovern has recently been

] hon()red'in two significant

ways: the John P. McGovern |
Lake and the John P.
McGévern Medical Center
Commons. The latter i 1S situ-

“ated between the M.D. Ander-

soh and Baylor campuses.
One of our mform_ants tells us
that Dr. McGovern is the

- best-known physician in
Houston.i That’s saying a lot,
but we're not surprised!

Included in this mailing =~

for AOS members, courtesy
of Earl Nation, is-a facsimile

- Volume 2, lssue 1

- As T exrted Canada, the cus-

toms ofﬁcer mqmred asto the N
purpose of my rip. I rephed

that T had been doing some re-.
search at a library. “How bor-

) : ing,” he rephed “Not atall,” 1
‘said. The hours flew by. 1 wrsh
1 could have stayed longer

e 'v "CE’T:‘_‘ :
‘1. VenugooalR Reading be- -

tween the lines. A glimpse of

- .the Cushmg ﬁles and The Life -

of Sir William 0sler Osler Li-

" brary. Newsletter 1996 82 -
. ’(June) 14 E

ers, “What's wrong with this

- story?” Surely, no Oslerian -

will miss the point about W.*

-0.%s daughter’ (Also, W.O.

would not have palpated ‘
through'a jacket; and this ex-

. amination would be neither

sensitive nor specific forany -
form of,syphilis,‘)_ :
REFERENCE

1. Sapira ID. The Art and Sci-
ence of Bedside Diagnosis. .
Baltimore: Williams & Wil- .
kins; 1990:-140.-

program of the Symposium
on Humanism in Medicine,

- held at the Flagship Hotel,

Galveston, Texas, 21-22

- April 1970, courtesy of Earl

Nation. It was this sympo-
sium that led to the formation
of the AOS. Happy Birthday,

_ John P. McGovern, and many

happy retarns!
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o Obt!uary

- Saul Jarcho (1 906-2000)

N In a long d accomplished hfe
o ‘Saul Jarcho excelled as a physi-

<;.cian; an\hlstorran, a lmgmst, a
‘slator, an editor, and a hu-

o znst’, among many personae. .

i several penods of

§ .,study elsewhere, he was a New
~ - Yorker all his life, having’ been.-
Ta ~born there 25 October 1906.

At arvard where he took e
i aureate, Jarcho hada’

redictive expenence (easily

) ) /_‘,tended t study medrcme and

presrdent responded that thrs

- l - , '/was 120t what he ‘would do, Jar-
" cho hstened :and acted: As he ‘

‘eivi g that ‘this was im-

) ; portant adv1ce Iescaped. from
i “i the receptton, ran back to. the . :
"_'._lodgmg house, tore up allithe -~
o fplans,/an, rchanged to:a concen-
- _tration in Enghsh literature.”"

_-He recexved his degree magna

"+ cum'laude ‘and. laid the founda—

- tion for the wrde—rangmg erudi-

There followed a Master S:

B in Roman therature at Colum— :

’haracterlzed his. © -

: bla(1926) ‘a summer at the

Amerrcan Academy ‘at Rome

(he returned to America speak- -
ing Itaha.n), and then medlcal -

school: He “graduated M. D.in-

1930 from Columbla Univer- -
"srty Jarcho tramed in troplcal
_«medrcme in San Juan, pathol-

e ogy at Johns Hopkms and in=

" ternal miedicine, Then, late in-

- the 193()3 he estabhshed a.

- 'practlce in mtemal medrcme m o

‘frecogmzed i re(rospect) Ata. New York Crty

" freshman reception held: by
cheE Harvard’s presrdent, ALy
S Lowell he and. Jarcho had thieir

I fsole, brief conversatlon Jarcho ,
. 10ld the great man that he in-

World War I found Jarcho

in the:armed forces. As early as
: 1940 thmkmg that the army -
. mrght need someone who Knew -
* Arabic; he borrowed books and
o taught htmself—an nnpressrve ]
feat that, everimore impres-
‘sively, was repeated for several
other languages Quring his
'work with the Medical Intelli-
gence Division. By the war’s
_end hethad risen from oaptam
- fo heutenant-colonel and com-

manded the umt

He marned an army col-

league, returned fo-practice, and

began his ongoing-devotion to. -

~ medical history, medical trans- -

latlon, and pubhshmg It is dif-

ficult to select from Jacho's

: -SOO-plus blbhography, but es- -

 pecially useful and typical of

- his scholarship is, Quinine’s

Precedessor: Francesco Torti
" and the Early sttory of Cin-

\Mcre Osiermn Pregress Notes

o Rlchard Kahn observes wrth

pardonable prlde that 2 of the 3

- articles-in the Apnl 2001 issue -

~of The Journal of History of

‘ Medzcme and Allied Sciences
-are Oslerians, which may be a
- »ﬁrst, and that his AOS presi-

: dentlal address has come out of
the dark. “Powerpomt to the

; lPeople"’ Rlchle has received a
" Wood Institite Research Fel-

lowship at the College of Phy-

 sicians in Philadelphia to con-
- tinue his work o Noah Web-
- ster’s medrcal writing.

Preston Reynolds writes-

o (well e-mails—dike everyone -
. elselythat her book on Lincoln

chona (1933). Like much of his j'} :
-~ -work, this volume combined -

careful, orrgmal scholarshlp
with trasislations of fong- -

: forgorten texts and perceptxve
edmng Other important contn—\

butlons mclude The Clinical

- Consultations. of Giambattista o
7 Morga,gm (1984) and The Con- ,
- ceptof Heart-Failure from -

szcenna fo Albemm (1980)

A member of the Amencan o

Osler Socrety smoe 1972, Jar-
cho wasralso active: m the

Amencan Assocratlon for the B
: Hlstory of Medrcme (presrdent
1968—1970), the Hrstory of Sci~

ence Society, and the New

York Academy of Medicine . -

(editor of the Bulletm, 1967— '
l976) SR

Aless well known attnbute i

was Jarcho's sense of humor .

and incisive Wi, Showmg care—r
fully modulated assessment, he

once ended a discussion of

_hoaxes ini'the 'medi/eal’literatdre

by referting to-the satirical - _
writings of a certain S.N. Gafio.
This author had recently pub- .

 lishied a gloss atiributed to the
"Hippocratie scheol.. Jarcho -

noted that the, edrtor of the j jour-

- nal that pubhshed these essays -

claimed that the author actually’
was the pseudonymn of a New
York physrcran‘

Hospital in Durhar is at the

* publisher. This month, she’s

giving a presentation for - -
DHHS staff that will be
videotaped for future use, on
“The Racial Integration of

‘Health Care in the United

States: How History Can In-
form and Shape Current Poh~
cies and Priorities.”

Saul Jarcho
{1 906-2000)

“Slnce I know of no New
York physician who is con-
spicuously (or even shghtly). :
- interested in Hlppocrates I -
_cannot guess. who SINC

- Gafio might be_ If he is a

studént of the history of
- .medicine; he is probably a -~
- medicine of this Association
" [American Association for .
the History of Medicine]. If-
such is the case, perhaps he
is somewherein this room.
_ at this moment; Certamly '
his fellow-members have
- the right to expect that he

will come forth and drscloseﬂ '

his identity to them.”>

What Jarcho neatly avoided

saying was that he had petpe-
trated these satires himself. .

What must be said here is that

* Saul Jarcho will be much

missed, for all these many rea-

‘sons, but mostly for the pleas-
- ure of his urhane wrtty, and

generous fnendshlp

—Charles G Roland

ey

Saul'Jarcho, “An Ab_brevi— :
ated account,” Journal of
Urban Health: Bulletin of
the New York Academy of
Science 1998; 75: 90:

2. :Saul Jarcho, “Some hoaxes
in medical literature,” Bul-
letin. of the History of
Medicine 1959; 33: 347.



- are of course most welcome!
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Amenccm Osler Soqety : a

- Charles S. Bryan, MD. Secrefary-Treasurer »
L2 Medlcal Park Suﬂe 502

- Columbla, e 29203

: ‘Phone' 803 540- 1000
.{"Fa‘x‘; 803- 540 1050 T
Emall cbryan@ﬂchmed.medpurk sc.edu

Spend the Iast half hour of the K
:day in communion’ w1th the '
- salnts of humanlty v

) WE RE ON THE WEB'
: WWW AMERICANOSLER ORG

1
~Aequanimitas .
s . 3.
‘The Oslerian is published ap-- »
- proximately four times a year s
. by the American Osler-Society, 4.
"~ Inc., a non-profit: orgamzatzon
‘Members of the American’
Osler Society are encouraged :
- _to send news ztems of interest, . 5.
including but by no means
~ limited to their personal .
activities and accomplish- 6.
ments and accompanied by ’
photographs or other illustra-

. tions.-For distribution of re-.

- prints and other materials of

possible interest to AOS mem-
bers, please send 155 copies.
. Your ideas for The Oslerian

Direct all correspondence by
mail, fax, or e-mail to the Sec- ’
retary Treasurer

The Amencan Osler Soc1ety has been founded for the- purpose of L B
E ‘brmgmg together members of the medlcal and allied- professrons
: who are, by. their common msplrauon dedlcated to memorialize - v
.~ and perpetuate the j > just and chantable life, the mtellectual re-
: _' -"sourcefulness and' the ethical example of William Osler ( 1849—
7 ~1919). This, for the beneﬁt of succeedmg generatlons that their
: - 'motrves be ever more sound that therr vision be on. everbroaden—
: mg horrzons and that they sail ot as. Sir Thomas Browne sArk; .
= ',Wrthout oars and w1thout rudder and salls and therefore w1thout
d}rectlon B R

Absfrexcts for 2002 Meet;ng Dee
November lS

K For several years the AOS has had a pleasant problem more quahty subrmssrons for -
- the annual meeting than can be accommodated The Program Comm1ttee is now
_ chaired by the First Vice-President, and this year’s chair is Lawrence D. Longo.

4 ;Please note the followmg gmdehnes (some of these are reqmred for Contmumg

Medlcal Educatlon credlts) R :

Abstracts must be recelved by the Secretary Treasurer by November 15 2001

. FAX and e-mail transmissions will be accepted only from overseas members

‘ Members-and mv1ted ‘guests are encouraged to submit their abstracts well pnor

' to the deadline; recelpt will be acknowledged by e-mail and/or postcard
‘The abstract should be no longer than one- page.

The abstract should begm with the complete title, the names of all co—authors
and the correspondmg author s maﬂmg address telephone number FAX and e-

- mail address.
The text of the abstract should provrde sufﬁment information for. the Program

“Committee to determine its merits and its possible interest to membershrp The
problem should be defined and the conclusions should be stated Phrases such
as “will be presented” should be kept to.a minimum.

_Three learning objectives should be given after the abstract. Each learmng ob-
Jjective should begin with an active verb indicating what attendees should be
able to do after the presentation (for example, “list,” “explain,” or “outlme”)

- The curriculum vitae of each author should accompany the abstract (a one-page

synopsis is acceptable), :

A covering letter should state the authors’ opinion of the | paper S potentlal inter-.
est to members and the date of the senior author’s most recent presentaﬂon to-
AOS (some preference will be shown to prospective members and to members
who have not presented in recent years). ' :

Please send ﬁve copies of the abstract; a computer diskette containing the abstract
- (not required but encouraged), curricula vitae of all authors, and a covering letter to: '
Charles S. Bryan, Secretary-Treasurer American Osler Society, Two Medical Park,
- Suite 502, Columbia, SC 29203. Thanks! [




