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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

    
The cataloguing of the Osler Society presentations had as its genesis my curiosity about the nature of the 
talks in the earlier years of the society.  Mark Silverman, President of the American Osler Society in 2000 
had also conceived of a “talk about the talks” as he cleverly put it.  Mark and others have kindly provided 
me with the programs of the earlier years and this project has moved forward with his approval and 
blessing.  My work was jump started by the compilation of the first seventeen years by Jack D. Key and 
Barbara Tarpenning.  As Osler has stated “the great republic of medicine knows and has known no national 
boundaries” and I have chosen to include the lectures from the London, Japanese and McGill Osler 
Societies.  In addition, Oslerian Societies once existed at Saranac Lake, NY, Los Angeles, California and at 
the Mayo Clinic and I have included as many of those titles as I could locate.  While perhaps the librarians 
or true historians could have done a better job of this, I chose to assemble the data myself and even do the 
tedious job of typing so that I might become more intimately acquainted with the material as I compiled it. 
Doing so has left me well prepared to analyze the titles to look for recurrent themes and unexpected 
currents.  While Cushing and Bliss pointed out Osler’s distaste for the telephone (and no doubt he would 
have abhorred the beeper), I suspect Osler would have loved to communicate by email.  That being the 
case, please email me at “clyde.partin @emoryhealthcare org” if you see any errors of fact, omission or 
commission.   Special thanks to the librarians at Trudeau Medical Institute, Osler Library at McGill 
University, and at the Mayo Clinic, Rochester for their enthusiastic assistance.   I also thank my wife, Kim 
DeGrove, who, while not entirely understanding of my fascination with all things Oslerian, has put up with 
my early morning and late night typing without complaint.  

                                           A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CLUBS

It is not obvious which Osler Club should have the distinction as being the first.  Ruth Mann and Jack Key 
eloquently reviewed this question in their 1978 presentation (1) to the American Osler Society. Soon after 
Osler’s death in 1919, Oslerian clubs were formed at McGill University and at the Mayo Clinic.  However, 
there was in existence as early as 1916 an Osler Society at Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario.  
William C. MacCarty, MD, a pathologist at the Mayo Clinic and former student of Osler’s at Johns 
Hopkins, helped form “The Osler Medical Historical Society,” with the first organizational meeting having 
been held August 28, 1920, in Rochester, Minnesota.  Unfortunately, no further minutes exist until June 23, 
1921, so when the lectures started is unclear. The perpetuation of “Osler’s ideals and to inspire 
contemporaries to study medical history” was their primary aim.  They listed as their secondary purpose “to 
encourage physicians to interest themselves in the literary activities of their own times and of the past.”  
Picnics were held every twelfth of July to celebrate Osler’s birthday.  Meanwhile, in Montreal, a foursome 
of thrifty medical students would each purchase a different work of Osler’s and then rotate them among 
themselves, essentially getting to read four of his works for the price of one.  In the fall of 1920, standing at 
the corner of Prince Arthur and University Streets discussing their next purchases, they had the idea of 
expanding the group.  The idea blossomed and an organizational meeting was convened at the home of 
Professor SE Whitnall, 323 Rue Peel on April 26, 1921.  At the first regular meeting in October of 1921, 
two papers were read – Osler, His Medical Work by AK Geddes and Osler, His Literary Work by HV Ward.  
The meetings were eventually moved to the Ritz Carlton Hotel and then, when it finally opened with much 
anticipation in 1929, the Osler Library.  The “Osler Society of McGill University,” remains primarily a 
student organization and is viable to date.  Sadly, the society at the Mayo Clinic, after sixty-six gatherings, 
apparently disbanded after the July 3, 1925 meeting.  In Saranac Lake, NY, on December 9, 1925, Dr. 
Lawrason Brown delivered the inaugural address of the Osler Club at Trudeau Sanitarium.    An ephemeral 
group was founded on the West Coast, the “Osler Memorial Association of Los Angeles.”  The first lecture 
was delivered by JT Finney in 1921, “A Personal Appreciation of Sir William Osler.” Other Osler Societies 
included the Osler Club of New York; Osler Reporting Society, Royal Victoria Hospital,Montreal; Osler 
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Clinical Society at the University of Vermont; the Osler Society of Oxford; William Osler Society of 
Alberta; William Osler Society, Tufts College Medical School; Osler Society, University of Western 
Ontario; Osler Club at the University of California School of Medicine (organized by Rosencrantz in 1940).  
The Osler Club of London convened with six founding members in 1928, a year also notable for the death 
of Lady Osler.  In 1896, a book and journal club of The Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland was 
founded at Osler’s home with Osler as president.  The name was changed to “The Osler Historical Club” in 
1929.  A nascent student group formed in one of the island medical schools (Granada?)  around 2007 but I 
am unsure of its fate. 

In the United States, Al Henderson, John McGovern and Tom Durant, at the urging of Charles Roland, 
began to conceive of the American Osler Society around 1967, informally meeting in Houston, Texas.  The 
society was chartered in Texas in 1970.  It was decided that William Bean would be the first president.  A 
call was placed to his home in Iowa City, Iowa which found Dr. Bean on the tennis court.   The callers 
demanded that he interrupt his game, which he did, to take the call.  He accepted the request to become the 
president of the society and immediately returned to his tennis game. The first meeting was held in Denver, 
Colorado in 1971.  As was the case in Montreal in 1921, two papers were read, one focusing on Oslerian 
medical matters and one focusing on literary matters.  Japan, traditionally practicing medicine in a manner 
heavily influenced by the German tradition, began to send doctors to the United States after World War II.  
Of the many Japanese physicians who came under the spell of Osler’s mystique while training in the states, 
it was Dr. Shigeaki Hinohara who organized the Japan Osler Society in 1983 with forty-three founding 
members.  

While it is beyond the scope of this project, it is of interest to note that Osler’s fingerprint was on any 
number of academic societies and clubs.   Spawned in his wake were such institutions as the Interurban 
Clinical Clubs, the Laennec Society for the study of tuberculosis, and the Osler-endowed Tudor and Stuart 
Club.  Though founded without his influence, he also left his touch on the Charaka Club.                                  

The above data on the history of the clubs was obtained from:

1.  Mann RJ and Key JD.  The Osler Medical Historical Society: Mayo Foundation “Chapter,” August 28, 
     1920-July 3, 1925.  Minnesota Medicine, Vol.63. May 1980,pp.348-354. 
2.  Tidmarsh CJ.  The History of the Osler Society.  McGill Medical Journal.  1956;25:176-78.
3.  Brown L. Some personal recollections of  Sir William Osler.  In Osler Memorial Volume, Ed. By Maude
     Abbott.  Montreal, 1926, pp. 439-448.
4.  Roland C. Presentation to American Osler Society 29th Annual Meeting, Montreal, Quebec, Canada.
     May 1999.
5.  Hinohara S.  Presentation to the American Osler Society 29 th Annual Meeting, Montreal, Quebec,
     Canada.  May 1999.
6.  Rosencrantz E.  Posthumous Tributes to Sir William Osler.  Arch of Intern Med.  1949; 84:170-197.

                                                 ORGANIZATIONAL COMMENTS

The presentations are grouped by society and are in alphabetical order for some and by years for others.  
When there were two or more presenters, I have listed the other presenter(s).  The asterisk identifies the 
lead author.  The legend for abbreviations within the parenthesis is as follows:

JM…………………..John McGovern Lecture
PA…………………..Presidential Address
PO…………………. Published in The Persisting Osler
POII…………………Published in The Persisting Osler II
POIII..........................Published in The Persisting Osler III
R………………… …Radbill Lecture.
SS………………….  Special Symposium
ST………………….  Student Presentation   
WB………………….William B. Bean Student Research Award Lectureship
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Many of the presentations are published elsewhere. The interested reader is advised to review  An 
Annotated Checklist of Osleriana, Volumes I and II, edited by Earl Nation, Charles Roland, and John 
McGovern, for further information on if and where a talk has been published.  

  

                    AUTHOR INDEX OF AMERICN OSLER SOCIETY PRESENTATIONS

ACHUFF SC                (2012)          Where Osler wrote The Principles and Practice of Medicine (first 
                                                           edition, 1982)

AHUJA NK                  (2011,WB)  Albert Kahn and the Design of Old Main, 1917-1925

ALBERSTONE CD     (1989,ST)   Sickness and Sin: Elizabethan Melancholy and Reformation
                                                         Thought

ALBERTSON B           See Sawin CT* 1995 Osler as Mirror: The Treatment of Addison’s Disease with
                                      Adrenal Extract in the 1890’s 

ALPERIN JB, et al      (2003)          The McGovern Academy of Oslerian Medicine (brief presentation)
                                     (2004)          The John P. McGovern Academy of Oslerian Medicine
                                     (2004)          William Osler: The First American Hematologist
                                     (2008)          The Osler Club at the University of Texas Medical Branch (UTMB): 
                                                          2002 to 2007
                                     (2012)          Hemorrhagic Disease of the Newborn: Discovery, Treatment, and 
                                                          Prevention 

AMBROSE CT            (1998)         Osler and the Discovery of Phagocytosis – A Question of Priority 
                                     (1999)          No. 13 Norham Gardens and Osler’s Oxford
                                     (2000)          Osler’s Dog… or …Dogs Down Through Medical History 
                                     (2001)          JH Pratt MD – An Early Student of Osler 

        (2002) Osler and the Infected Letter
                                     (2003)          Joseph Lister and German Creosote 
                                     (2004)          Erotian, Dunglison, and Stedman: A Short History of Medical 
                                                         Dictionaries
                                     (2005)          The Kappa Lambda Society of Hippocrates, the First American 
                                                          Medical Fraternity (and the Origin of the American Medical 
                                                          Association’s Principles of Medical Ethics)
                                     (2006)          Osler and the Almshouse Safe:  An Account of God’s House at 
                                                          Ewelme
                                     (2007)          On the origins of Primum non Noncere – Osler Never Said That 
                                     (2008)          Joseph H. Pratt, M.D., Part II: The Man Who Would Be Osler   
                                     (2009)          Constantine Samuel Rafinesque – An Early Nineteenth Century
                                                          American Naturalist

        (2010)          William Osler’s Harvard Connections 
                                     (2012)          Medicus Petrus Hispanus (Peter of Sspain): A XIII Century Pope and 
                                                         Author of  Medieval Sex Guide
                                     (2013)          Vesalius and the China-Root Epistle, 1546 

ANDERMANN A        (1999)        A Brief History of the Osler Society of McGill University 
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ANDREWS BF            (1983)         Sir William Osler in Perinatal Perspective
                                      (1985)         Sir William Osler in the Neonatal Perspective
                                      (1989)         Daniel Drake and William Osler in Rhyme
                                      (1990)         Harvey Cushing in Pediatric Perspective 
                                      (1992)         Graham Jacobi and William Osler in American Pediatrics
                                      (1994)         Osler’s Heroes, Students, and Friends
                                      (1997,PA)   Wilburt C. Davison: A Disciple of Osler
                                      (1999)         Osler and Other Medical Giants of the 19 th  Century on Informed 
                                                          Consent
                                      (2001)         Sir William Osler’s Emphasis on Physical Diagnosis and Listening to 
                                                          Symptoms 

         (2002)         Memories of 13 Norham Gardens, “The Open Arms” – Now the Osler- 
                                                          McGovern Centre, Green College, Oxford
                                      (2003)         Sir William Osler’s Influence on the Development of Pediatrics 
                                      (2005)         A Night to Remember: The Assignment, Selection and Role of Mentors
                                      (2007)         A Tie That Did Bind: Wilder G. Penfield, Wilburt C. Davison, and Sir 
                                                         William Osler and Lady Grace Osler
                                      (2008)         Experiences with Cicely Williams, the Last Living Student of Sir
                                                         William Osler
                                      (2009)         The Tie That Binds (not given)

ARONSON JF              (2011)        Learning Anatomy and Pathology in Osler’s Era: UTMB’s Collection 
              Thompson BL                   of 1400 Specimens in an 1892-Vintage Learning Environment

         
ARONSON SM            (1986)         The Summer of 1832 – Cholera Comes to Providence
                                       See Feller A* 1997 Nantucket Indian Sickness 

ASHWAL S                   See Longo L*(1993,POIII)  William Osler and “The Cerebral Palsies of Children”
        
AUSTRIAN R               (1984,POII)Osler, Agnew, and (with apologies) James Thurber

BABELAY AM             (2009)        “The Great Arabians” – Osler’s Perspective on Islamic Medicine

BAILEY JE                    (2011)       Dante Alighieri – Physician of the Soul 

BALLARD JO               (2005)       George T. Harrell, Jr., M.D. – Oslerian, Scientist, and Pioneering 
                                                           Medical Educator
                                        (2006)       Love of Blood: Discovering the Cause and Treatment of Hemophilia
                                        (2008)       Medical Education in Baltimore before William Osler:  The Legacy of 
                                                          John Beale Davidge     

BANKS JT                    (1988,JM)   Thalia and the Doctors

BARNES FW                (1997)          Sir William Osler: A Time of Crisis; A Call of Action  

BARONDESS JA          (1976,PO)   Notes on the Last Illness of Sir William Osler
                                       (1984,PA,POII)  Osler’s Biographer – Notes on the Friendship of William Osler
                                                           and  Harvey Cushing 
                                        (1998,POIII) The Old Eugenics and the New Science
                                        (1998,PA)   “…from the Horn of Amalthea…”
                                        (2006)         Osler and Medical Ethics 
                                        (2011)         Internal Medicine as a Vocation

BASTRON DR                (2003)        Joseph Priestly: Gas, God and Grammar
                                         (2004)        Crawford W. Long: A Georgia Student
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       McCullough L          (2006)         What Goes Around, Comes Around: John Gregory and the Profession
                                                            of Medicine
                                        (2008)          Charles Waterton (1782 – 1865) and his Quest for Curare
                                        (2009)          Osler and the Ether Dome
                                        (2010)          Dr. Thoralf  A. Sundt, Jr.: A Hero on Many Fronts  (Delivered by Philip 
                                                                           Leon - Dr Bastron stuck in airport x 48 hours)
                                                 (2012)         America’s First Family of Surgeons

BAUSE GS                    (2009)          Hayesian and Oslerian Attitudes on Advertising by Professionals and 
                                                            on “Aerating” Patients
                                       (2011)           The Professor versus the Plagiarist: Has Osler Finally Triumphed 
                                                             Over Souvielle?

BEAN WB                     (1971,PA,PO)  An Uncatalogued Paper Published by William Osler in 1902
        McGovern JP         (1974)          Osler’s Clubs 
                                       (1975,PO)    A Clinical Clerkship with Osler from a Student’s Point of View
                                       (1976)          Osler and “The Baby on the Tracks”
                                       (1980)          Why Osler was a Leader in American Medicine
                                       (1981)          Brains and Osler’s Brain
                                       (1981)          Dr. Elisha Kent Kane
                                       (1983)          William Osler – Milwaukee Connection
                                       (1984)          William Osler – The Milwaukee Connection
                                       (1985)          Osler’s Last three Months at Johns Hopkins
                                       (1987)          The Friendship of James Herrick and William Osler
                                        

BECK  IA                       (!974)           The Vesalian Virus – An Osler-borne Variety of Bibliomania
                                        (1980,PA)    The Providential Visits of William Osler

BECK WC                      (1992,JM)    From Doctor to Nurse with Love:  In a Molecular Age

BENDER CV                  (2013)          The Influence of Patrick Bouvier Kennedy on the Development of 
                                                              Neonatology

BENEDEK TA               (1997)          A Critique of Osler’s Contribution to Systemic Lupus Erythematosus
                                        (1998)          Typhoid Spine: Somatic versus Psychosomatic Diagnosis in Osler’s 
                                                             Time
                                        (2000)          How the Reformation Affected the Capture of a Unicorn 
                                        (2006)          The Environment of Osler’s Writings on Endocarditis
                                        (2008)          From Bizarre Experiments to Informed Consent
                                        (2010)         The Waxing and Waning of Colles’ Law
                                        (2012)         The Malpractice Litigation of Dr. Hubner and the Epidemiology of 
                                                            Vaccination Syphilis

BENSLEY EH                (1983)          Gertrude Stein as a Medical Student

BERK LB                        (1988, ST)   Polio Vaccine Trials of 1935       

BERK SL                        (1989,POII,) Sir William Osler, Ageism and ‘The Fixed Period’:  A Secret 
                                                             Revealed

BERMAN P                    (2001)          An Internship with Osler:  Dorothy M. Reed at Hopkins, 1900-1901
                                        (2004)          Evolution of an Eponym: Dorothy Reed and the Reed- Sternberg Cell
                                        (2009)          “Dear Old Friends”: Unpublished Correspondence Between William  
                                                             Osler and Horatio, Sr. 
                                        (2010)          Letters Home:  An American Surgeon in France 1943-1945
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                                        (2012)          The Pratt health Cottage hospital: The World’s First In-Hospital 
                                                             Aseptic Barrier Nursing Unit

BERNADETT, Jr F        (2012)          William Osler Defines a Century of Medical Education
                                        (2013)           iOsler – what Would a mobile App by Osler Look Like?

BERNECHE J                 See Walker SE *2007 Magic Scrolls: The Healing Art of Ethiopia

BERNSTEIN RB            (1993)          The Assassination of  Abraham Lincoln: A Neurological  
                                                              Perspective
BETTERMANN K          (2010)         From William Osler to George Harrell:  The Importance of the
                                                             Humanities for Modern Medicine or Are They Important? 

BINDSCHADLER  DD  (2005)          Reflections Regarding the Last Event
                                         (2006)          From Chocolate Agar to Near Nobel        
                                         (2007)           Florence Sabin – Colorado Women of the Century
                                         (2008)           Canaries, Caissons, Carbon Dioxide and Monoxide: J.S. Haldane 
                                                              (1860-1936)
                                         (2009)           War Wounds and Sir Almroth Wright
                                         (2010)          Henry Stanley Plummer and the Mayo Clinic
                                         (2011)          The Medical Life of Arthur Conan Doyle
                                         (2013)          Charles H. Rammelkamp and the Warren Air Force Base Strep Lab

BLAIR JSG                     (2007)          Osler’s Unfilled Slot  

BLISS M                         (1995)          Young Osler: The Beginnings of Reconsideration
                                        (1997)           A Brain Surgeon Writes Biography: how Cushing Wrote the Life of 
                                                              Osler 
                                         (1998)           A Work-In Progress: The New Osler Biography
                                         (1999)           “The Baby Professor”: Osler in Montreal  
                                         (2000,POIII) New News from Norham Gardens: The Osler Letters to Kate 
                                                               Cushing
                                         (2000,PD)      William Osler: A Life in Medicine by Michael Bliss, with Caroline 
                                                                Hannaway (Moderator), Michael Bliss, Joseph Lella, Earl Nation 
                                                                and Philip Teigen 
                                          (2004)           Degrading Osler’s values. I. Harvey Cushing’s Work Habits ( He
                                                                was unable to come and was replaced by Dr. Jarrett)
                                          (2006)           Cushing Reconsidered
                                          (2007)           The Last Latch-Keyer:  The Tragedy of John Fulton
                                         (2009)          Field of Medical dreams: William Osler and the Discovery of Insulin
                                          (2010)         A Virus and Vaccination:  Smallpox in Montreal, 1885
                                          (2011)         The Little We Know About Willie and the Oslers
                                          (2012, PA)  Medical Exceptionalism     

BLITZ A                          (1999,ST)      Medical Humanism and the Two Cultures, 1910-1979

BOES CJ                          (2009)           Osler on Migraine
                                         (2010)           Glycine in Myasthenia Gravis
                                         (2011)           The Difficulty of Recognizing New Diseases: Examples from Osler
                                                               and Horton 
                                         (2012)            Osler and Gowers: Good Friends “All Through”
                                         (2013)           Walter DeWitt Shelden: The Father of Mayo Neurology

BOUDREAU D               
       Miller P; Fuks A       (2007)            William Osler and McGill: A Continuing Remembrance
                                         See Fuks 2008 William Osler’s Principles and Practice of Medicine: The 
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                                                                Unwritten Chapter     

BOUTWELL B                (2004)           Sir William Osler: Bridging Medical and Public Health Models
                                          (2005)           Two Bachelors, A Vision, and the Texas Medical Center 
                                          (2006)           Hurricane Katrina Assistance:  Stories that Would Make Sir 
                                                                William Proud
                                          (2008)           Remembering John P. McGovern, MD (1921-2007)
                                          (2011)           John Shaw Billings – Librarian, Medical Bibliographer, Hospital 
                                                               Designer, Medical Statistician and Science Administrator
                                          (2012)           The Making of an Oslerian – The Early Life of John P. McGovern, 
                                                               MD

BRAUN HA                    (2013)           A Sunny Prognosis with Sixty-nine year Follow -Up

BRENER M                    (2011,WB)    A Social Experiment’s Impact on Medical Education:  The Story of 
                                                              the Baltimore City Almshouse in the Antebellum Era

BRIEGER GH                 (2000,JM)    Writ Large: Medical History, Medical Anthropology, and Medicine 
                                                              and Literature 

BRYAN CS                     (1993)          The Oslerian Tradition in internal Medicine: Is it Relevant Today?
                                         (1994)          Osler’s Textbook Re-Re-visited
                                         (1995)          Osler’s Life Cycle from Today’s Perspective
                                         (1996)          Fever, Famine, and War: William Osler as an Infectious Disease 
                                                              Specialist  
                                         (1997,POIII)Mr. Gates’ Summer Vacation
                                         (1998)          “A Country Doctor”: Appraisals and Re-Appraisals of J Marion 
                                                              Sims 
                                         (1999,POIII)Posthumous Tributes: What Became of the William Osler?
       Wise BK                   (2000)          “Farrar’s Greek Verb”: Osler, the Classics and Basil Lanneau 
                                                              Gildersleeve
                                         (2001)          Lewellys F. Barker, Osler’s Successor at Johns Hopkins(videotape)

            (2002)      “The Rub”: Osler and Barker on Medicine and the University
                                         See Swick* 2003 An Oslerian Response to the Physician’s Charter
                                         (2003)           Sir Andrew Clark: A Scottish Influence on Osler
                                         (2004)          Aequanimitas Redux: A Response to Latter-Day Critics of Osler
                                         See Golden JT* 2005 “The Transatlantic Voice” – Osler’s Great Unfinished 
                                                              Essay
       Kirkland LR             (2005)          Osler’s Service: A Look at the Charts
                                        (2006)          Gloria in Absentia: The James Carroll Papers and “The Myth of 
                                                             Walter Reed”
                                        (2007)          Osler’s Advocacy of Bloodletting: An Evolving Perspective
                                        (2008)           “The Greatest Brahmin Among Them” – Osler’s Perspective on
                                                              Oliver Wendell Holmes
                                        (2009)           How Close They Came: Pellegra in the Pre-Goldberger American
                                                              South
                                        (2010)           Oliver Wendell Holmes and the Religio Medici
                                        (2011)           Presentation of new AOS merchandise
                                        (2011,PA)     The Courage Befitting a Man
                                        (2012)           “The Cheerful Haunts” – John Armstrong, Physician-Poet
                                        (2013)           Philanthropia and Philotechnia: Competence, Caring, and the C’s of 
                                                              Medicine

BUCHANAN WW         (2003)            William Hunter (1718 – 1783): The Man Behind the Museum 
                                        (2004)            Rheumatoid Arthritis: One of Modern Medicine’s Enigmas as 
                                                               Seen Through Long-Distance Historical Lenses
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BULGER RJ                    (1997,JM)    The Coming of Compassion         

BULLOCK JD                (2008)           Ophthalmology and the History of Penicillin 
                                         (2009)           Henry Stallard and “Chariots of Fire”
                                         (2010)           The Blind Leading the Blind:  The Story of Louis Braille
                                         (2011)           Artistic Depictions of Blindness 
 
BURCHELL HB             (1975,PO)    Osler – His Quest of the Gnostic Grail in Morbid Anatomy
                                         See Pierach CA 1990 The Spa Craze – Circa 1900 
                                         See Pierach CA* 1997 “Osler’ Used and Abused – An Eponymic Essay

BURNS CR                     (1980)           William Osler and Richard Cabot – Some Contrasts in Their  
                                                              Responses to Ethical Conflicts in American  Medicine

(2003) William Osler’s Responses to Eighteenth Century Scottish Moral 
                      Philosophy and Nineteenth Century American Medical Ethics
(2004)           Oslerians Gather in Galveston, 1970  
(2005, PA)    Where Shall Medical Wisdom Be Found?  Some Answers from   
                      More than a Century of Value- Centered Teaching at the University 
                      of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston          

BURROW GN                (1992,SS)      Welcome from USCD with a Special Vignette

BYNUM WF                   (2004, JM)    Practicing Medicine on Principles: Medical Textbooks Before Osler 

CALABRESE LH.          (2008)           George S. Crile – Surgeon, Scientist, Soldier – and his Relationship 
       Young JB                                        to Cushing and Osler
       Young JB                  (2009)           The Cleveland Clinic Fire of 1928: A Defining Moment in Clinic
                                                               History and American Hospital  Safety
                                         (2010)           The Birth of Immunology at the Turn of the 20th Century:  What Did
                                                               Osler Think?
                                         See James Young 2012  Paradigm Shifts and Hubris In Medicine: The Death of 
                                                             Garfield – Where Was Osler? 

CALDWELL S     
      Neubrand T               (2007,ST)      Science of Charlatanism? The History of Acupuncture in the West 

CAMERON IA               (2009)            Not Just a Single Species Doctor: Osler and the Pictou County
                                                               Cattle Disease
                                        (2010)            All We Could Do Was Wait: A Home Delivery in 1892
                                        (2011)            “It is Always Better to do Something Wrong the First Time”: Dr. 
                                                               William Osler and Medical Mistakes

CANALE DJ                   (1988,POII)  William Osler and the Special Field of Neurological Surgery 
    Longo LD                    (1990,POII,) Harvey Cushing and Pediatric Neurosurgery
    Cavanagh GST            (1991,POIII) Arnold Meadowcroft Muirhead – Scholar, Teacher, Biographer,       
                                                              Bookseller
                                         (1996)          Oslerians and the Enduring Portraiture of William Harvey, with 
                                                              Special Reference to the Rolls Park Portrait  
                                         (1999)          Michael Servetus, Physician and Heretic:  A Reappraisal of His
                                                              Contribution to Physiology and Medicine                                  
                                         (2000,PA)    A Case Report from the Civil War and More     
                                         (2003)          The Physician as a Tragic Figure in Literature
        

CAPLAN RM                  (1987)          Sherlock Holmes and ‘Brain Fever’
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                                         (1989)          How Fingerprints Came Into Use for Personal Identification 
                                         (1991,SS)    William Carlos Williams: American Physician Poet
                                         (1992,SSP)  The Nestorian Christians 
                                         (1993)          The Importation of Hansen’s Disease into Iowa, c. 1860-1990 
                                         (1999)          R. Palmer Howard’s Transcriptions of the First 100 of 786 Autopsies 
                                                              Osler Performed at Montreal General Hospital  

CARR MF                       (1999)           William Osler, Aequanimitas and the Care Ethic

CARROLL MM              (2009,St)      Meningococcal Disease: Historical Achievements and Current 
                                                              Challenges

CARSON JC                    (1988)          Biblical Allusions in the Writings of Sir William Osler
                                         (1989)          Henry Barton Jacobs:  Baltimore Latchkeyer Without a Biography
                                         (1990)          The Message of the Life Above the Message of the Pen     
                                         (1992)          Letters from a Church-Warden Bookcase:  Cushing’s Letters from 
                                                              Baltimore,1897-1910
                                         (1993)          Leonard Leopold Mackall: Osler’s Bibliographic Sleuth-Hound         
                                         (1995)          More Than Half Our Own Boy: Archibald Malloch and Oslerian 
                                                              Tradition (originally  slated for 1994 but due to unanticipated time
                                                              constraints was not presented until 1995)    
                                         (1997)          Casey Wood, Fielding Garrison  & Sir William Osler: A Physician’s
                                                              Anthology of English and American Poetry  
                                         (1998)           Casey A. Wood, MD: Polymath
                                         (1999)           Literary Allusions in the Writings of Sir William Osler
                                         (2000)           J William White MD: Oslerian Colleague, Friend and Patient

            (2002,PA)     A Personal Oslerian Odyssey
            Nation E              (2003)            Osler, Dock. And Major: Classic Descriptions of Disease and the 
                                                               Recognition of Coronary Thrombosis   
                                         (2004)            The Style and Character of Daniel Coit Gilman   
                                         (2005)            An Annotated Checklist of Nationana          
                                         (2006)            “Three of my Special Books… I Should Like to Feel They are with 
                                                                You’: Osler’s Bedside Library and Mabel Tremain Brewster  
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                                                                           Research
                                                  (2009)              The Humanities are the Hormones
                                                  (2010)              George Barnard Shaw and Doctors

       (2011)              Osler’s Somersault on Malaria
                                                  (2012)              Osler and Clinical Microscopy
                                                  See R Stone 2013: Jules Stein: Visionary Extraordinaire!

STONE R                                 (2010)              Dr Earl Nation:  The Humble Giant
                                                  (2010)              Twitter MD: Physicians and Social Media
                       MJ Stone            (2013)              Jules Stein: Visionary Eextraordnaire! 

STOOL SE                                (1995)            George Catlin (1796-1872): Respiratory Physiologist,   
                                                                          Humanist and Painter of the Indians  
                                                   See Trager JDK* 1995 “Snooze From the Front”: Personal Accounts of
                                                   World War II Medicine by University of Pittsburgh Graduates

SWAN KG                                (2010)             The Death of Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston at the Battle of 
                                                                          Shiloh, 1861
                                                  (2012)             The Chain saw During the American Civil War    
                                                  (2013)              Tube Thoracostomy: A Missed Battelfield Lesson    

SWICK HM                              (1999,POIII)    Corn and Coal: William Osler’ Call for Professionalism 
                                                  (2000,POIII)    Benjamin Franklin, Mesmerism and the Royal Commission
                                                                           of 1784
                                                  (2002)              Oslerized: A Musical Response to Osler’s Fixed Period
         Bryan C, Longo l             (2003)              An Oslerian Response to the Physician’s Charter     
                                                  (2005)               “With an Amazing Stupidity:” William Osler on the 
                                                                           Introduction of Bubonic Plague into the United States

(2008)          The Music of the Pulse: Gems from the Osler Library
(2009)       “Silent Workers of the Ranks”: Oslerian Medicine in Early  
(2010)        Montana
(2011)        A Cautionary Tale?:  Montana’s Experience with the 1918 

       Influenza Epidemic
                                          (2011)                     Osler in the West: Dr. Earle Strain, the Wood Tick and 
                                                                         Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever
                                          (2012)                    Surviving Bataan: The Art of Ben Steele  
                                          (2013)                    From Ozark farm Girl to Oslerian Physician: Dr. Caroline
                                                                         McGill 

TAKKELLAPATI R                 (2013 WB)     Georg Hohmann: An Orthopedist, Activist, and Inventor of
                                                                          His Namesake Retractor                       

TAN S                                       (2006)             Lu Xun, Doctor of the Spirit  
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TAPPER E                                (2008)             Doctors on Display: The Evolution of Television’s Doctors 
                                                  (2009)             Consults for Conflict: The Evolution of Ethics Consultation

TASHIRO J                              (2011)              Abraham Louis Levin: Demystifying the Duodenum 

TEIGEN PM                             (1984)              William Osler as Historian of Medicine
                                                  (1987)              Mirror or Lamp? – Forty Years of the Garrison Lectures
                                                  See Longo LD* 1999 “Dearest G…Yours, WO”: William Osler’s Letters
                                                  from Egypt to Grace Revere Osler

THOMPSON BL                     See Richardson CJ 2004 Clara Barton and the Great Galveston 
                                                 Storm of 1900:  Her Last Disaster Mission

TIADJERI L                            (2008,ST)          Medicine in Ancient Egypt: In the Footsteps of Imhotep

TOMLINSON C                      (1991,St)            Fiction and Medicine in Nineteenth Century Europe: The 
                                                                            Not-So-Strange Case of Paul Lindau’s ‘The Other’ 

TOMPKINS J                          (2013, WB)      The Medical Discovery of Child Abuse

TOOLE JF                                See Link AS* 1995  Disability of US Presidents: The Case of Thomas
                                                  Woodrow Wilson
                                                  (2003)                Frederick Moire Hanes

TOURNEY G                          (1991)                 Osler and American Psychiatry

TOSTESON DC                       See Gifford GE* 1980 Leaders In American Medicine
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TRUMAN JT                           (1999,POIII)        William Osler and the Charaka Club (Probably the only 
                                                                               time an Oslerian  presentation has included a 
                                                                               demonstration of singing a cappella)
                                                 (2003)                   Five Letters from the Oslers to an American Student at
                                                                               Oxford 

TURK RP                                 (2007)                  Norman Bethune at Saranac: The Influence of Illness on 
                                                                              Career Decisions
                                                  (2008)                  A Prominent, Prosperous Physician Painted by a 
                                                                               Promising Painter in 1632 
                                                  (2011)                  Boerhaave, The Osler of the 18th Century
                                                  (2012)                  Mungo Park: Surgeon and African Explorer 
                                                  (2013)                  Osler Jailed for Attempted Murder      

VANDERVEER JB, Jr              (2008)                 The College of Physicians of Philadelphia, Osler, Chang, 
       Wohlreich GM                                               and Eng
                                                  (2010)                 Max Brodel:  The Man Who Almost Got Away
                                                  (2011)      Not Without Honor: Thomas Eakins and Samuel D. Gross
                                                  (2012)                 “Beauty from Ashes”: Life and Medical Care in the Camps
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                                                  (2013)                Medical Man vs. Medicine Man: he Army vs. Geronimo

VASTYAN EA                        (1990,JM,POII)   Hope

VEER JBV                               (2007)                The Osler-Whipple Connection

VEITH I                                   (1974,PO)           Sir William as Acupuncturist

VENTURA HO                        (1998)                 Colles-Stokes Syndrome: Rekindling of a Forgotten 
                                                                              Contribution
                                                  (2001)                 The North American Influence in Latin America’s
                                                                              Medicine
                                                  (2004)                 From Scotland to Argentina: Dr. Joseph Redhead and His 
                                                                              Influence in Argentinean Science during the Independence 
                                                                              Wars (Presented by Adam Berman of Oschner Clinic in 
                                                                              Ventura’s absence)
                                                  (2005)                 The Death of the South American Liberator Simon 
                                                                              Bolivar: A Critical Reappraisal

(2007)                  The Birth of Cardiology in Argentina: From Chronic    
                  Pulmonary Heart Disease to Angiotensin II (Talk not 
                  given)

VERGHESE A                         (2007,JM)          “Touching Where it Hurts”:  The Role of the Bedside 
                                                                             Exam in a Technological Age     
                                                            
VENUGOPAL R                      (1999)                The Rhodes Scholar and the Regius Professor:  Wilder
          Feindel W                                                  Penfield Meets Sir William Osler at Oxford
             
VESCIA FG                             (1990)                 Sydenahm, Rush and Osler: Differences and Similarities  
                                                  (1994)                Leonardo’s Masters
                                                  (1996)                Goiters in the Renaissance, and the Case of Peiro Della 
                                                                             Francesca
                                                  (1998)                Origins of Blood Letting
                                                  (2000)                Elmer V. McCollum, A Lincolnesque Figure 

WAGNER FB Jr                      (1982)                 Lady Grace Revere Osler – Relationships, Legacy, and
                                                                             Professorship at Jefferson Medical  College
                                                 (1983)                 The Physician’s Gold-Headed Cane
                                                 (1986,POII)        The Jefferson Medical College Connection – A Letter 
                                                                             from Sir William Osler
                                                 (1987,)                Cadwalader Hall Portraits -  A Few Vignettes
                                                 (1988,)                The Osler – JC Wilson Connection
                                                 (1989,)                Samuel W Gross and William Osler: More than a
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                                                 (1990,POII)        Thomas McCrae: A Life Patterned After Osler
                                                 (1993,)                Edward A. Spitzka and the Anthropometric Society to Map 
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WALKER SE     
           Berneche J                    (2007)                 Magic Scrolls: The Healing Art of Ethiopia
                                                 (2012)                 Michelangelo’s Knee:  Signs of disease in Raphael’s Figure 
                                                                            of Heralclitis (talk not given)
                                                 (2013)                 2012 talk delivered      

WALLIS F                               See LeRoy EC* 1988  A Student’s Ode to Osler’s Text Republished with 
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                                                 Notes

WALTON J (Sir)                     (1989,JM,POII)The Open Arms Reviving?:  Can We Rekindle the Osler
                                                                          Flame?
                                                  (1999)             Through Students’ Eyes and, an Osler Ode Previewed

WANGANSTEEN S               See Pierach CA* 1990 The Spa Craze – Circa 1900 

WARD JOHN WK                   (2004)             John Arbuthnot: A Neglected Life (1667-1735)
                                                  (2006)             William Osler and the Palace in Pall Mall
                                                  (2008)             Shared Genius – Samuel Johnson and William Osler
                                                  (2011)             Thomas West (1777 – 1857)
                                                  (2012)              Medicine in the Life & Work of Sir Walter Scott (1771-32)
                                                  (2013)             The First 600 Years of the University Library in Oxford 
                                                                          Humfrey, Bodley, Pembroke, Osler and a Cast of 
                                                                          Bibliophiles.  (Mrs. Ward also gave us a few words on travel 
                                                                          plans she has in store for us.) 

WARDLAW MP                     (2006)              The Primacy of the Interpersonal: William Osler and Women 
             Rider Dm                                             Students at the Johns Hopkins Medical School
             Kucera K                     (2008)              The Sacred Cord: Osler, Antivivisectionism and the Ethics of
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                                                 (2009)              Self-Experimentation: A Thing of the Past?
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                                                (2012)               Osler’s Martha:  The Role of the Doctor’s Wife in Historical 
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WARREN CPW                      (1995)              Osler’s Debt to Dublin: The Influence of William Stokes 
                                                 (1998)              A History of Empyema : The Final Lesson   
                                                 See Rose G* 1999 Pneumonia In Osler’s Textbooks: Changes In Treatment
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WARREN JV                          (1986)               William Osler - 11:59 PM or 12:01 AM  

WARTHIN TA                        (1985)              Three Connecticut Yankees and W.O.
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WEISS KJ                                (2011)              Isaac Ray’s  Jefferson Lectures: America’s First Psychiatry 
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WEISS SC                               See Neelon FA*(2001)Humanities in Medicine: A Series of Lectures 
                                                

WEISSE AB                            (1996)              Bats in the Belfry or Bugs in the Belly: Helicobacter and 
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                                                 (2001)              Heart to Heart: A Twenty Year Talk with Leaders in the 20 th

                                                                                                                Century Battle Against Cardiovascular Disease
(2003) Confessions of a Semiprofessional Medical Historian
(2004) The Elusive Clot: The Controversy over Coronary Artery 

Thrombosis 
(2006)               On First Looking into Jarcho’s Leibowitz: The Clinician as 
                          Medical Historian

                                                 (2007)               Greek, Latin English and All That: The Language We Live    
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(2008)               The UMDNJ Debacle:  A Sandal in Medical Academia
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(2011)               Dr. Castle’s Little Secret and Self Experimentation in 
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WEKSLER ME                       (2003)               Naming Streets for Physicians: L’Affaire Carrel

WENTZ DK                            (2003)              The Six Competencies of Medicine: Nothing New for 
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                                                 (2011)              Osler’s Pervasive Influence on Modern Continuing Medical
                                                                          Education 

WEST JB                                 (1994)              Krook’s Death by Spontaneous Combustion and the 
                                                                          Controversy Between Dickens and Lewes
                                                 (1996)              Thomas Holmes Ravenhill: Pioneer in High Altitude 
                                                                          Medicine 
                                                 (1998)              History of Physiology of Extreme Altitude: The Challenge of 
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                                                 (1999)              Mabel Fitzgerald: A Colorful Physiologist and a Link 
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                                                 (2001)              Archival Collection in High-Altitude Medicine and
                                                                          Physiology 
                                                 (2005)              Books by Robert Boyle in Osler’s library, Especially Boyle’s 
                                                                          Landmark Book of 1660 on The Spring of the Air

WHEELER DS                        (2009)              The Color of Disease 

WHITE JJ                                (1992)              Edward Archibald and William Reinhoff, Jr, The Fathers 
                                                                          of Modern Pneumonectomy 

WHITE PD                              (1973)              Osler as a Cardiologist (Guest Lecture)

WINTER TS                            (2010)              Robert Burns – His Life and Death and 18 th Century 
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WOLFE RJ                              See LeSeuer CD* 1980  Osler and the Boston Medical Community
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                                                  (1991)              The Fate of the Osler Tradition in the Hands of His 
                                                                           Successors at the Johns Hopkins
                                                  (1994)              Sergei Petrovich Botkin: A Russian William Osler
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                                                                           Medicine After World war II 
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                                                                           Mackenzie and Lewis
                                                  (1989)              William Osler, The British heart Hospital, Samuel Levine 
                                                                           and ‘The Picture’
                                                  (1993,SS)         JHJ Upham (1871-1960) and Osler’s Influence at The 
                                                                           Ohio State University 
                                                  (1994)               Forging a New World in Cardiovascular Medicine 
                                                  (1995)               “The Past Again, Entered Through Another Gate”: Osler 
                                                                            on Slow Pulse, Faintness, and Sudden Death in Families
                                                  (1996,PA)         R. Tait McKenzie and the Oslerian Heritage  
                                                  (1997)               “The Past Again, Entered Through Another Gate.” II: 
                                                                            Osler on Aortic Pain, tears, Intramural Hematoma and 
                                                                            Dissection    
                                                  (1998,POIII)      “The Past Again, Entered Through Another Gate” III: Osler
                                                                             in The New York Times 
                                                  (1999)                R Tait McKenzie: Capturing “The Spirit of Osler” 
                                                  (2000)                Osler, DaCosta and Philadelphia: 1884-89
                                                  (2001)                Florence Rena Sabin and William Osler

(2002)                “Our Distinguished Visitor”: Osler in Columbus, December
                          1899

                 Miller P                    (2004)               Tell Brother Regius…
                                                  (2005)               Academic Medicine and the Transmission of Excellence: 
                                                                            Oslerian Medicine in the Midwest
                                                  (2006)               William Osler: A Clinical Historian Straddling Two 
                                                                           Centuries
                                                  (2007)               William Osler, Maude Abbott, and Helen Taussig: The 
                                                                            Origins of Congenital Heart Disease in North America

WRIGHT JR                            (2009)               Two of “The Four Doctors” and Their Role in the 
                                                                           Development of Covert Autopsy Techniques
                                                 (2012)               William Forbes – Villainous Grave Robber or Philadelphia
                                                                          Anatomical Hero

WORTHINGTON WC            (2000)               Thomas Trotter MD, Naval Reformer and Poet

YOUNG JB                               See LH Calabrese 2008.  George S. Crile – Surgeon, Scientist, Soldier – 
                                                   and his Relationship to Cushing and Osler
                                                  See LH Calabrese 2009.  The Cleveland Clinic: A Defining Moment in 
                                                  Clinic History and American Hospital Safety

YOUNG JB                              (1991)               The Poetic William Osler
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                                                  (1992,SS)         The Use of Poetry in Medical Education
                                                  (1993)              Heart Failure and the Pharmacotherapeutic Philosophy of 
                                                                           William Osler 
                                                  (1994)              Contemporary Concepts of Heart Failure: Back to the 
                                                                           Thoughts of Austin Flint, von Strumpell, and Sir William  
                                                                           Osler
      Calabrese L                        (2012)              Paradigm Shifts and Hubris in Medicine: The Death of 
                                                                          Garfield – Where Was Osler? 

ZINN NW                                (1979)              The Rosencrantz Collection of Oslerania

           

NUMBER OF PRESENTATIONS BY YEAR

1971     Denver, CO                         2
1972     Montreal, Que.                    3
1973     Chicago, IL                          2
1974     Philadelphia,PA                   9
1975     Bethesda, MD                      7
1976     Baltimore, MD                   10
1977     Rochester, MN                     9
1978     Kansas City, KS                 10
1979     San Francisco, CA                9
1980     Boston, MA                        14
1981     Hamilton, Ont,Canada        14
1982     Philadelphia, PA                 10
1983     Minneapolis, MN                11
1984     Atlanta, GA                         10
1985     Durham, NC                        11
1986     San Francisco, CA               10 
1987     Philadelphia, PA                  22 
1988     New Orleans, LA                15
1989     Birmingham, AL                 19
1990     Baltimore. MD                   21
1991     New Orleans, LA                24
1992     San Diego, CA                    24
1993     Louisville, KY                    23
1994     London, England                 26
1995     Pittsburgh, PA                    25
1996     San Francisco, CA               25
1997     Williamsburg, VA               37
1998     Toronto, Ont. Canada          40 
1999     Montreal, Que. Canada       49 
2000     Bethesda, MD                      34
2001     Charleston, SC                     31
2002     Kansas City, MO 28          
2003     Edinburgh, Scotland            49
2004     Houston, Texas                   49
2005     Pasadena, Ca                       40
2006     Halifax, Nova Scotia           51
2007     Montreal, Que. Canada        46   (49 planned, 3 of them not given)
2008     Boston, MA                         50
2009     Cleveland, OH 44
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2010     Rochester, MI                      51
2011     Philadelphia, PA                  66 (including Presidential address, Presentation about the new tie, one cancellation, first 
                                                                                 year with concurrent sessions)
2012     Chapel Hill, NC        55 (1 cancelation which was presented in 2013) 
2013     Tucson, Arizona                         49
2014     Oxford, England

                                                          
      

                        SPECIAL SYMPOSIUM, SPECIAL EVENTS, TOURS AND EXCURSIONS

1991          Special Symposium: Literature and Medicine
1994          Medical History in London with Ms. Sue Weir 
                  Osler’s Oxford
                  Tea at 13 Norham Gardens with Lord Walton of Detchant
                  Visit Ewelme
                  Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine 
                  Visit to Antiquarian Book Dealers at Bernard Quaritch with Tea  
1995          Tour of Nationality Rooms – Cathedral of Learning  
1996          Visit to the UCSF Library and the Esther Rosencrantz Collection of Oslerania   
                  Visit to the California Historical Society and Its Medical Artifacts   
1997          No Excursions 
1998          Informal visits to Bond Head    
1999          Willie: A Dream (video of a play)   
                  Banquet – A Recreation of Osler’s 1905 Farewell Dinner in New York with an Oslerian 
                  Trialogue by Michael Bliss, W. Bruce Fye and Neil McIntyre
                  Tour of Osler’s Montreal
2000          Tour of Mount Vernon with Discussion of Washington’s Final Illness and Medical Care
                  Special Symposium: Medical Science in Military Medicine
                  Tour of the National Museum of Health and Medicine
                  Seminar: Readings in Medicine
2001          Banquet: William Harvey   De Motu Cordis
2002    Readings Seminar Organized by F Neelon

   Banquet at Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art
   Clendening Library Tour

2003          Reception and Banquet at the Royal College of Surgeons
                  Reception and Banquet at the Royal College of Physicians 
2004          Bus Tour of Texas Medical Institute followed by dinner at with preview of film The Legacy of    
                  Sir William Osler;  Afternoon Session 20 April in Galveston at Big Red with tour of McGovern 
                  Hall of Medical History, visit to Moody library with photos at mantle from Norham Gardens 
                  and reception at Texas Seaport Museum.  
2005          Dinner at University Club, Pasadena
                  Tour of Huntington Garden, Library and Museum. Returned for Banquet in Honor of Earl
                  Nation
2006          Reception and tour of The Citadel.  Banquet at Pier 21. Music by Dalhousie Medical Students 
2007          Banquet. Saw Rob Stones’s movie on Osler.  Reception at Montreal Museum of Archaeology 
                  and History.  Not originally scheduled was tour of Osler Library. Due to demand it was 
                  arranged. 
2009          Reception at Dittrick Medical History Center and Museum
2010          Bruce Fye’s “Medicine in Art” display at Rochester Art Center; Carillon Bells and tour of
                  Plummer Building; Historical Mayo movies.  
2011          Reception at the College of Physicians of Philadelphia 
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                  “The Surgeon and Assistant” The 6th PA Regiment Revolutionary Reenactors
                  First Annual Art Exhibit
2012          Barbecue and Blue Grass Music (held inside due to story, windy and cool weather)
                  Symposium on the History of  Medicine in the Southern States. Buses to Duke University
2013          Mexican Food with guitar player at the Resort Hotel. An astronomy exhibition. 

                                                Danish Osler Society

Little is known of this group, not thought to be in existence at present. Anyone with 
information please contact me at <clyde.partin@emoryhealthcare.org> 
                                             

                                             JAPAN OSLER SOCIETY

1983        Robb-Smirh, A                                 ? 
1984        Sakula, Alex             Science, Art and Humanity in Medicine
1985        Rakel, Robert           Osler’s Personality as Reflected in His Interactions with Children and 
                                                   the Elderly
1986        Spaulding, Wm        Osler – A Continuing Inspiration
1987        Roland, Charles       What Osler Might Say If He Were Here with Us Today
1988        Burns, Chester         William Osler, Medical History and Medical Ethics      
1989        Golden, Richard       Osler and East
1989        Golden, Richard       Humanity and Medicine
1990        Walton, Lord            Sir W. Osler, Oxford and “the Open Arms”
1991        Wagner, Fred           Osler and Humanism
1992        ?                                  ?
1993        Moriyama, Kimie     The Oriental Thoughts in William Osler    
1994        Stoecle, D                 What If Osler Came Back to the USA Today
1995        Sharma, Om P.         Sir W. Osler’s Life and Humanity
1996        Golden, Richard       Sir William Osler on the Quality of Life     
1997        Andrews, Billy         William Osler and Humanity
1998        Hinohara, Shigeaki   Seeking for My Idle Physician – On the Thought of  Life and  Death of
                                                  Osler   
1999        McGovern, John       (Dr. McGovern invited but could not attend.)                            ?
2000        Kinoshita, Kazuo      Osler and Myself 

Special Appreciation to Ms. Mieko Laws of Emory University and to Dr. Shigeaki Hinohara for their 
assistance in providing this information on the Japanese Osler Society.
                      

                            ORATIONS OF THE OSLER CLUB OF LONDON

1928     Sir Wilmont Herringham          Osler’s Love of Rare Cases
1929     Sir Archibald Garrod*              The Power of Personality
1930     Harvey Cushing                        On His Life of Osler

48



1931     William Stobie*                        Osler & Tuberculosis
1932     RW Chapman                            Book Production in the Eighteenth Century
1933     Sir WL Langdon-Brown*         The Psychology of Authorship
1934     Prof John Beattie*                     The True Record of Egerton Yorrick Davis MD
1935     Prof John Fulton*                      Fracastorius
1936     Lord Horder*                             Septic Endocarditis
1937     AG Gibson                                Thomas Willis, Practitioner and Scientist
1938     Archibald Malloch                    (No minutes exist, title not known)
1947     John Fulton and G Keynes >    Medical Biography 
1948     Symposium
             William Stobie                          Osler as a Physician
             Sir Arthur MacNally                 Osler as a Scientist
             Geiffrey Keynes                        Osler as a Bibliographer
             WR Bett                                     Osler Legend
             A White Franklin                       History of the Osler Club
1949     Gilbert Frankau                         Are We Over-Doctored?
1950     Sir Henry Soutar*                     Discusses own Associations with Osler
1951     SC Roberts*                              Reverend James Beresford (1764-1840)
1952     Sir Zachary Cope                      Relations Between Physicians & Surgeons Through the Ages
1953     Wilder Penfield                         After-Dinner Thoughts on the Learning of Languages
1954     HT Pledge                                 Rabelais and His Background
1955     AP Cawadias*                           From Epidauros to Pall Mall East
1956     Ellis Waterhouse                       Dr. Rembrandt
1957     Charles Best+                            The Discovery of Insulin
1958     Sir Ernest Gowers*                    Medical Jargon
1959     Sir Viscount Soulbury*              The Physician and the Humanities
1960     Sir George Pickering                  Autobiographical Reminiscences of the Osler Club   
1961     Douglas Guthrie*                       The Traveller Looks Both Ways
1962     WR Bett*+                                 The Epitaph of Adrian’s Horse 
1963     Sir Robert Platt+ ^                      Frederick III’s Last Illness
1964     Sir Charles Dodds*^                   The College, Then and Now 
1965     Martin Cummings*+                  Books, Computers & Medicine
1966     Charles Coury*                           Sir William Osler and French Medicine
1967     William Bean                              Aphorisms and Other Things
1968     Sir Hedley Atkins                       We Are Not Amused
1969     CD O’Malley                              The Lure of Padua
1970     Fred B Rogers*                           The Lure of Philadelphia
1971     Sir John McMichael+                  Specialism in Medicine
1972     Sir Richard Doll*+                      Osler’s English School
1973     Huw Wheldon                             A Perspective in Television 
1974     Henry Miller+                             Osler and Allbutt: Two Great Contemporaries
1975     Sir Ernst Gombrich+                  Health and Beauty: Galen,Winckelmann and the Classical Idea 
1976     Sir Roger Ormerod                     On the McNaughten Rules
1977     Charles Newman*                      The Place of Osler as a Medical Scientist
1978     Alfred White Franklin                Our Early Entourage – A Few Friends (300 th Meeting) and Some
                                                                 Hons 
1979     Sir John Butterfield                    Doctors, Drugs and Diet: Two Dilemmas
1980     Sir Cyril Clarke*                        The Unquiet Art
1981     Sir Douglas Black                      Linacre, Harvey, Osler; Three Physicians He Admired with 
                                                                Thoughts on the Media
1982     Sir Peter Tizard                          Osler’s Contribution to the Study of Cerebral Palsy in Children
1983     Alastair Robb-Smith                  The Mysterious Affair at Kelloe
1984     Sir Raymond Hoffenberg           Osler and the Thyroid
1985     Sir Christopher Booth                Osler – Medical Research & Northwick Park   
1986     Sir Gordon Wolstenholme*       “The Besetting Sin of the Young Physician….”
1987     Sir David Innes Williams          The Evolution of Professional Discipline
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1988     Sir Geoffrey Slaney                   The Quest for Quality
1989     Dame Barbara Clayton              Studies of Inherited Metabolic Disorders and Their Contribution to
                                                                Clinical Medicine
1990     Lord Asa Briggs*                      Doctors and Historians
1991     John Marks                                The Politics of State Health Care – An Historical Analysis
1992     Prof D Geraint James                A Double Centary Celebration
1993                                                        No Oration Given
1994     Prof Bill Bynum                        Osler’s Moon: Sir Thomas Clifford Allbutt
1995     Sir James Watt                           Music of Hippocrates
1996     Richard Harries                          The Church and Healing Lord Bishop of Oxford
1997     Dr John Cule                              On Heroes and Hero Worship
1998     Prof Harold Ellis                        Some of My Surgical Heroes
1999     Lord Walton of Detchant           ‘An Osler Ode’
2000     Sir David Weatherall                 ‘From Osler to the Barefoot Doctor: The Role of Science in the 
                                                                Future of Medical Education’

2001 Dr Charles Bryan ‘Lewellys Franklin Barker. Osler’s American 
successor”

2002 Prof T J Murray “Was the Count of Monte Cristo a Physician?” 
Observations of the medical references in the writings 
of Alexandre Dumas Pere.

2003 Prof Sir Graeme Catto ‘The shape of things to come ….’
2004 

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

Prof Neil McIntyre 

Sir Barry Jackson

Prof Michael Biddiss

Dr. John Blair

Dr. Ian Gilmore PRCP

Prof John Pearn

‘Lest we forget’ 

‘Florence Nightingale’

‘Nazi Medicine’

‘Osler’s unfilled slot’

‘The New Physician’

‘Differential Diagnosis’

NOTES

The 11th Oration has no title; apart from a list of those present, no minutes have been written.

Annual dinners were held in 1947, 1948 and 1993, but there were no Orators as such. Speakers, however, 
for the first two dates were as follows :-

The above adapted from the Osler Club of London web site <www.osler.org.uk/HTML/Orations.htm> 

LEGENDS:                   *   Copy in the library
                                      +   Recording in the library
                                      ^    Copy in the RCP Library

 Not considered to be an oration  

OSLER SOCIETY OF ALBERTA

Merged with AOA fraternity in 1940

       OSLER CLUB OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA SCHOOL OF MEDICINE   

Sir Thomas Browne
The Rise of a Philadelphia School
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Osler  (April 15, 1940 by Dr. Robert Quinn)

Ms. Valerie Wheat, Reference Archivist in Special Collections at the UCSF library graciously provided me 
with information about this particular group, which met about five times around 1940.

OSLER CLUB OF UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS MEDICAL BRANCH GALVESTON

1)      “The Ontogeny of an Osler Scholar . . . or Why I Became an Oslerphile”
Presented April 30, 2002, by C. Joan Richardson MD
2)      “Still Life: The Humanity of Anatomy”
Presented September 17, 2002 by T.R. Cole, PhD, and the Osler Scholars
3)      “On Being an Oncologist”
Presented November 17, 2002, by James T Linn MD, and Jack B. Alperin, MD
4)      “Osler and Wisdom”
Presented January 21, 2003, by Chester R. Burns, MD, PhD
5)      “The Role of the Diagnostician in the 21st Century”
Presented March 18, 2003, by Robert Beach, MD 
6)      “Poetry and Compassion”
Presented May 6th, 2003, by Ronald A. Carson, PhD
7)      “Sir William Osler, the First American Hematologist”
Presented August 19, 2003, by Jack B. Alperin, MD
8)      “Osler: Was He a Feminist?”
Presented October 7, 2003, by Alica Anne O’Donnel, MD
9)      “Osler’s Contributions to Pediatrics”
Presented December 2, 2003, by C. Joan Richardson, MD
10)       “Osler and Anemia”
Presented February 3, 2004, by Harold H. Sandstead, MD
11)       “Osler: The Clerk’s Friend”
Presented April 13, 2004, by Mark Holden, MD
12)       “The Family of William Osler”
Presented June 15, 2004, by Barbara Thompson, MD
13)       “What Constitutes Excellence in Bedside Teaching?”
Presented August 3, 2004, by the Osler Scholars
14)       “The Humour of William Osler?”
Presented October 5, 2004, by Bruce Baethge, MD
15)       “Clara Barton and the Great Galveston Flood of 1900”
Presented December 7th, 2004, by C. Joan Richardson, MD
16)       “The Life of a Tradition: Benjamin Rush, William Osler, and the Teaching the American 
Medical Ethos”
Presented February 15, 2005, by S. Ryan Gregory, MA
17)       “How Moral and Political Ideology Pervade Medical Opinion: A History of Homosexuality in 
American Psychiatry”
Presented April 5, 2005, by Barbara de la Torre, BA
18)       “Medical Ethics and Living a Life: Robert Coles and George Eliot’s Middlemarch”
Presented June 7, 2005, by Anne Hudson Jones, PhD
19)       “Tuberculosis: Treating an Incurable Disease”
Presented August 2, 2005, by Michael Boyars, MD
20)       “A Modern Version of Osler’s Bedside Library”
Presented December 6, 2005, by Robert E. Rakel, MD
21)       “Snakes, Bugs and Us”
Presented February 7, 2006, by Dr. Cornelius Granai III
22)       “Osler’s Pupils and Syphilis: A Night with Venous Leads to a Lifetime of Mercury”
Presented April 18, 2006, by Stephen Ratcliff, BA, and David Martin Rider, BA
23)       “Maudie of McGill:  The Madonna of Hearts”
Presented June 6th, 2006, by C. Joan Richardson, MD
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24)       “Whither Hemorrhagic Disease of the Newborn”
Presented August 15, 2006, by Jack B. Alperin, MD
25)       “From Drummers to Detail Men: Medicine and the Pharmaceutical Industry in the U.S., 
1900-1960”
Presented October 3, 2006, by Howard Brody, MD, PhD
26)       “Aequanimitas Redux:  Balancing Competence and Caring in the Practice of Medicine”
Presented December 5, 2006, by Charles S. Bryan, MD
27)       “Seeing for Oneself: Osler and the Autopsy”
Presented February 6, 2007, by Judith F. Aronson, MD
28)       “To Bleed or Not to Bleed.  Bloodletting and Leaching from Antiquated Quackery to 
Cutting Edge Technology”
Presented April 17, 2007, by Justin Fields, BA and M. Zelime Ward, BA
29)       “Harvey Cushing: Authority, Advocate, and Archetype”
Presented June 5, 2007, by Joel Patterson, MD
30)       “What Was the Cause of Franklin Roosevelt’s Paralytic Illness?”
Presented October 2, 2007, by Armond S. Goldman, MD
31)       “Medical School teaching in the 1890’s”
Presented December 4, 2007, by Alice Anne O’Donnell, MD
32)       “Health Disparities: The Justice Frontier of the Medical Profession”
Presented February 26, 2008, by Jason Glenn, MD
33)       “Eugenics, Nazi Experimentation and the Doctor-Patient Relationship:  How Medical 
Ethics Were Forgotten in the Quest for the Perfect Human Race”
Presented April 15, 2008, by Margaret Wardlaw, BA and William B. Brendel, BA
 

  
OSLER HISTORICAL CLUB

Founded in Baltimore by Osler, Welch and Billings in 1889.

OSLER MEDICAL HISTORICAL CLUB OF HALIFAX

Founded in 1921 by Drs. AG Nicholls and G Murphy

                               OSLER MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION OF LOS ANGELES   

FINNEY JY            1921       A Personal Appreciation of Sir William Osler

 
                             OSLER MEDICAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY:  MARYLAND

                      OSLER MEDICAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY:  MAYO FOUNDATION

This club had 66 meetings and folded after the July 3, 1925 meeting.  Ms. Renee Ziemer of the medical 
library at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota has kindly located the title and author of 33 of the  
lectures.  This information is published by permission of the Mayo Historical Unit, Mayo Foundation, 
Rochester , Minnesota.

MacCarty, William Carpenter                        Outline of Medical History
Craig, Winchell                                               Sir William Osler
Inlow, William                                               Byzantine and Arabian Medicine
Heacock, Charles H.                                       Medicine of the Eighteenth Century
Chaney, William Calvert                                Medicine of the First Half of the Nineteenth Century
Melson, Oliver C.                                           William Harvey

52



Schoonover, Frank S.                                     Xavier Bichat
Hoon, Merle R.                                               Sir James Paget
Moore, Thomas D.                                          Douglas Argyll Robertson
Foulds, Gordon S.                                           Notes on John Hunter
Doyle John B.                                                 S. Weir Mitchell
Heacock, Charles H.                                       Thomas Young
Parker, Harry L.                                              The Glory of the Dublin School of Medicine
Foulds, Gordon S.                                           Some Great Artists and Medical Illustrating
Davis, Kenneth S.                                           History of Radium
Heacock, Charles H.                                       Brief Review of Quackery
MacCarty, William Carpenter                        An Outline of the History of Pathology
Foucar, Hans O.                                              The Development of Pediatrics as a Specialty  
Foucar, Hans O.                                              Trudeau and His Work
Foucar, Hans O.                                              The Life of Metochnikoff
Greene, Carl H.                                               A Historical Note of the Physiology of Digestion
Parker, Harry L.                                              Medicine in France During the Revolution and Reign of 
                                                                        Terror (1789-1795)
Foucar, Hans O.                                              Linnaeus
Heacock, Charles H.                                       A Brief History of Roentgenology
Buchanan, J. Arthur                                        Theories and Theorizers Connected with the Development of
                                                                         the Laws of  Heredity
Parham, Duncan                                              Girolamo Fracastoro
Moore, Thomas D.                                          A History of the Development of Urology as a Specialty
Woltman, Henry W.                                        An Historical Sketch of the Physiology of the Nervous
                                                                        System
Chaney, William Calvert                                Lord Lister
Peterman, Mynie G.                                        A History of the Ethnic and Social History of the Child
Peterman, Mynie G.                                        Osler and the Humanities
Crawford, Albert S.                                         The Development of Neuro-Surgery (A Historical Review)
Crawford, Albert S.                                         Notes on the History of Chinese Medicine

 

 
                                        OSLER SOCIETY OF MCGILL UNIVERSITY

                                       THE ANNUAL OSLER LECTURE AND BANQUET
                                        See www.medcor.mcgill.ca/~oslerweb/lecture.html 
Geddes AK        1921       Osler – His Medical Work
Ward HV            1921      Osler – Literary Work       
Gordon AH        1923       Medical Snobberies (First Annual Dinner) 

Data from 1921 to 1977 is being sought. 

Roland CG         1967      James Neish and Canadian Medical Times : Canada’s first weekly journal

Mayer J              1977      Nutritional Problems of the Rich and the Poor    
Berger T             1978      Pipeline and People: The Morality of Development in Canada’s Northland
McKeown T       1979      Man’s Health: The Past and the Future
Wald G               1980      Life in a Lethal Society
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Galbraith JK       1982      The Economics of the Arms Race
Bliss M               1983      The Place of the Discovery of Insulin in the History of  Canadian Medical
                                          Research
Owen D               1984      Medicine, Morality and the Market
Goodfield J          1985     A Gauntlet in Our Faces: Aspects of Contemporary Medicine and Third World
                                          Health Problems
Gould SJ      (Fall)1986    The Basis of Creativity in Evolution
Grant JP   (Spring)1986    The Child Survival Revolution:  Bringing the Power of Health to People
Gale RP                1987     The Medical Consequences of Nuclear Energy:  Lessons of  Chernobyl
Relman AS           1989     Peer Review: An Editor’s Perspective
Gallo RC              1990     Human Retroviruses After a Decade
Beguin M             1991    ‘Inside-Out Men’: Women and Medicine
Lifton RJ              1992     Learning From Nazi Doctors: Medicalized Killing and Beyond
Johanson DC        1993     Searching for Our Oldest Ancestors
Schroeder SA       1994     Old Values, New Limits:  The Dilemma of Medical Cost Restraints
Hubbard R            1995     Predictive Genetics and the Construction of the Healthy Ill
Evans RG              1996    Aeqaunimitas and the Etiology of Health
Levine RJ              1997    Ethics of Research Involving Human Subjects: Fifty Years of Evolution
Hunter KM            1998    Is Medicine a Science?  Rationality in an Uncertain Practice 

                                 REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE MCGILL SOCIETY

Andermann F       Nov 1995     Epilepsy the Great Teacher: Dr. Wilder Penfield at the Montreal
                                                  Neurological Institute
Onerheim R          Mar 1996     Symphonies in Silence and Other Tales of Disability and Musical Genius
Andermann A       Apr 1996    The Resurrectionists: Tales of Body Snatching at McGill Medical School
                                                  And Other Stories
Meakins                Sep 1996     Art in Medicine, Medicine in Art: Learning How to See
Lefall LD Jr          Dec 1996    Ethics in the Practice of Medicine
Murphy S              Jan 1997      Art and the Eye
Kottek S                Feb 1997      Maimonides: Physician of the Body and Soul
Cohen                    Mar 1997     Surgery in the Days Before Anaesthetics from the Patient’s Viewpoint
McNally P, Frost S, Feindel W Apr 1997   Sir William Osler, General Arthur Currie, Dr. Wilder Penfield
                                                    and the Rockefellers: Origins of the Montreal Neurological Institute 
Feindel W             Jun 1997       The Osler Society’s 75th  Anniversary Presentation – The Regius Professor
                                                   and the Rhodes Scholar: Sir William Osler and Wilder Penfield at Oxford
Sourkes T             Jan 1998       Social and Medical Origins of Neurochemistry
Clermont Y          Feb 1998      The History of Microscopy at McGill
Onerheim R         Mar 1998      The Health Hazards of Homophobia
Cohen J                Apr 1998      Vivid Descriptions of Surgical Diseases in Bygone Days
MacLean JD        May 1998     Opportunities Abroad in Healthcare Occupations
Bunge M             Oct 1998       Can Physicians Ignore Philosophy? 

OSLER SOCIETY, COLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF PHILADELPHIA

                                   OSLER CLUB – SARANAC LAKE, NEW YORK

BROWN L                1925              Some Personal Recollections of Sir William Osler and His Influence on

54



                                                        Students of Medicine

                                              TORONTO MEDICAL HISTORICAL CLUB 

Founded Jan 24, 1924.  Meets 5 to 6 times per year.  Uses gavel made of timbers from the 
former Osler homestead at Bond Head.   (Information provided by A. Gryfe)

OSLER CLINICAL SOCIETY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT

Founded in 1929

OSLER SOCIETY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN ONTARIO

Founded in 1927

Macdonald SA Feb 1939 Osler, Teacher and Philosopher
Penfield WG Jan 1941 Sir William Osler
Farrar CB Mar 1950 Osler at Johns Hopkins
Whalley G Mar 1965 The Wisdom of the Body

55


	A COMPENDIUM OF THE WORLD’S
	OSLERIAN CLUBS
	by

	A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CLUBS
	The above data on the history of the clubs was obtained from:
	ORGANIZATIONAL COMMENTS
	AUTHOR INDEX OF AMERICN OSLER SOCIETY PRESENTATIONS
	ANDREWS BF (1983) Sir William Osler in Perinatal Perspective
	(1985) Sir William Osler in the Neonatal Perspective
	NUMBER OF PRESENTATIONS BY YEAR
	
	MacCarty, William Carpenter Outline of Medical History
	OSLER SOCIETY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN ONTARIO

