Learning about the AOS archives: a basic user guide.

At the beginning of 2025, with funds provided by the American Osler Society, the Osler
Library of the History of Medicine hired an archivist to update the Society archives. As part
of this project, the contents of the archives were updated in McGill’s archives
management system, AtoM (which stands for Access to Memory and is usually
pronounced A-to-M). We hope that this guide will help interested individuals explore the
digital finding aid for the American Osler Society Fonds (Osler Library Archives P125).

The portal through which one accesses archival material at McGill is a site that brings
together collections from across all McGill Libraries:
https://archivalcollections.library.mcgill.ca/.
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* Subjects

Digital objects

e Places

Popular this week

* John Bland Canadian Architecture

Collection 399 visits

® Percy Erskine Nobbs Fonds 274 visits
o Osler Library 227 visits
* Dixon Expo 67 slides collection 154

visits

e Curzon of Kedleston, George Nathaniel

Curzon, Marquess, 1859-1925 139
visits

* Lugard, F. D. (Frederick Dealtry), Sir,

1858-1945 107 visits

o Jefferson Lewis Collection 105 visits

McGill University Archives 89 visits

* McGill University Archives Collection 86

visits

e Crime on the road Malaga-Almeria 85

visits

McGill Libraries Archival Collections Catalogue provides a single
interface for searching archival holdings, including those from:

* Canadian Architecture Collection
* McGill University Archives
Osler Library of the History of Medicine

o Rare Books and Special Collections

e Marvin Duchow Music Library

* Humanities and Social Sciences Library
The catalogue contains descriptions of our collections and fonds.
Where digital copies are available, they are accessible directly
from the description.

To get started, use the search box at the top or select a browse
option on the left.

Can't find what you looking for? We encourage you to contact
the archival repository directly or search our main library
catalogue for published special collections material.

Photo: Interior of the McGill University Library in Molson Hall, approximately 1885,

MCGill University Archives, PL0O38043

You will notice on the side bar of the above screenshot that some titles end with the word

‘Fonds’ and others with ‘Collection.’ These are important distinctions in the archival world,

and to understand them at a basic level will also help define what the American Osler

Society Fonds is, and what it is not. Briefly, a ‘collection’ consists of material that has been

curated (forinstance around a person, organization, or theme). A fonds (singular and

plural) denotes material of a single origin and reflects the accumulation of material relating

to the activities of an individual or organization. Since the American Osler Society archives


https://archivalcollections.library.mcgill.ca/index.php/american-osler-society-fonds
https://archivalcollections.library.mcgill.ca/

consist of materials generated by the AOS in the process of fulfilling its organizational
mandate, we talk about the American Osler Society Fonds.
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results that
combine the terms
“American”
“Osler” “Society”, but as you can see, the “American Osler Society Fonds” is the 2™ result
that you can click. If you choose this direct route, then you can explore the AOS fonds in
the same way as will be shown below (see just after the discussion of the Osler Library
landing page).

Alternatively, you may wish to go directly to the Osler Library archives page and explore
from there. Within AtoM, the Osler Library page looks like this:
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OSLER
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* Osler Library of the History of Medicine

* University

Holdings

Canada

osler.library@mcgill.ca

Q Browse 214 results

19th-century medicine in Montreal collect... The Osler Library of the History of Medicine opened in 1929 to house the

collection of rare medical and other books donated by Sir William Osler,

A. A. Mackay Fonds
A. R. Prendergast Fonds

AIDS Collection

Alexander Dougall Blackader Fonds
Alexander MacDonald Fonds

Alice Russel Fonds

Allan McMillan Fonds

Alphonse Allard Fonds

Alton Goldbloom Fonds

the well-known physician and McGill graduate and professor.
Sir William Osler (1849-1919) was a McGill ... »

Osler's original description of the Library’s purpose remains unchanged.
"The Library is to serve, as far as possible, two functions - the education of
students in the History and Methods of Science and of Medicine, and to
promote research into these ... | »

The Osler Library is part of the McGill University Library and has its own
Osler Library Board of Curators. Curators are normally elected or
appointed for five year terms.



Here, you can browse from the top bar, as on the McGill landing page. For the American
Osler Society specifically, your results will be the same, or at least very similar, on the
Osler Library vs. the large McGill page because you are searching for an organization
whose records exist only at the Osler Library, not in other McGill repositories.
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You can also use the “search” barin the left Q Browse 214 results

column, which will limit your results to those within
Osler Library holdings. If you don’t want to enter a

American College of Mechano-Therapy C...

American Osler Society Fonds
search, you can “browse” your way to the American

Osler Society fonds. If you hit the forward button to
advance to the second page of the alphabetical list,
you’ll see the American Osler Society Fonds.

Andrew Macphail Fonds

Antonio Cantero Fonds

Archibald Daniel Campbell Fonds
Arthur Adderly Browne Fonds

Arthur Richard Vaughan White Fonds
Arthur Vineberg Fonds

Aubrey T. Mussen Fonds

B. C. Robson Collection

Results 11 to 20 of 214
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coe . o 2= However you choose to
- navigate to the American
Osler Society Fonds, the
image to the leftis what

you’ll see when you arrive at
the digital description of the
collection.
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Note that the
bottom of the
results boxis a
moving bar, so if
you click and hold
on the center spot
(darker rectangle),
you can expand so
that the page looks
like this:

Fonds P125 - American Osler Society Fonds

= @@ [Fonds] P125 - American Osler Society Fonds
; O [Series] A - History and constitution

[ [Series] B - Administration.

O [Series] C - Correspondence

O [Series] D - Finances

O [Series] E - Membership

O [Series] F - Annual Meetings

B e e

O [Series] G - William B. Bean Student Research Award
O [Series] H - John P. McGovern Lecture
[ [Series] | - Public Relations and Links with Other Organizations

O [Series] ] - Publications

B e

O [Series] K - Special Projects
O [Series] L - Tributes

American Osler Society Fonds

¢ Source of title proper: Title based on the documents of the fonds.
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If you want to explore to see what is in the collection, you can hit any of the small +

symbols in the tree and the list will expand to show you what s in the corresponding series.

There is no “+” sign for the final series, “Tributes”, which means that there are no

subseries, though you can click on the series line to see a description of the contents

within that series.

As you can see here,

Subseries 3 - The Oslerian

o

+- O [Series] H - John P. McGovern Lecture

+- O [Series] | - Public Relations and Links with Other Organizations

«- (3 [Series]] - Publications

L. O [Subseries] 1 - Persisting Osler

- [ [Subseries] 2 - American Osler Society, inc. : Biographical Directory
. O [Subseries] 3 - The Oslerian

+- O [Series] K - Special Projects

- 3 [Series] L - Tributes

expanding the Publications

series shows you that we
have subseries for the
Persisting Osler, the AOS
Biographical Directory, and
The Oslerian (the latter of
which happens to be

highlighted here).



If you were to click on the line for The Oslerian, currently highlighted, you would see a
description of that subseries, including information about the extent of the holdings:

The Oslerian

| e Source of title proper: Title based on contents.

Level of description  Subseries

Ref y Osler Library
CA OSLER P125-)-3

* 2000-2007 (Creation)

I ical ption 5.8 cm of textual records.

American Osler Society
(1970-)

Subseries consists of issues of the American Osler Society newsletter, The
Oslerian, as well as accompanying material sent as mail-outs to members,
including letters to members and reprints of articles and essays published
by members or of interest to ... | »

Perhaps you want to search the collection to see if it holds information by or about a

former member. As an example, what happens if we search for “Golden”? [Note that | have

put the name in the “Quick search” box, but it could just as well go in the search boxin the
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In the case of The Oslerian (highlighted), the “scope and contents” notes reveal that
Richard Golden was the author of two pieces listed in the metadata:

Golden, Richard L. “Gertrude Stein (1874-1946) and the nucleus of
Darkschewitsch: a discursive commentary” Journal of Medical Biography,
Vol. 17, 2009

Golden, Richard L. “William Osler, Urolithiasis, and God’'s Own Medicine”
Urology, Vol. 74, No. 3, 2009

There are limits to what one can uncover by accessing the American Osler Society finding
aid in AtoM, but the information available provides a good sense of the scope of the fonds.
The fonds is currently described to the sub-series level, which means that you can see
which general categories the fonds holds, but not individual items or even folder titles
within the sub-series. Moreover, you cannot see the contents of the records from afar
since they have not been digitized. Nonetheless, knowing the basics of whatis in the
records of the American Osler Society Fonds will provide you with a starting point from
which you can ask Osler Library staff for information or guidance.



