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1941 - Tuchin had a population of about  6,000 
About 50% of the population was Jewish



About 1930

Tuchin  was captured by the Nazis on July 4, 1941
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Pavel & Lyubov Gerasimchik
Of Shubkiv

A dog named “Brisco”



Born 1931
Murdered  11/4/1942

Hannah Chomut



2,619



Marine Flasher





If the Congress were still in session, I would return this bill without my approval and urge that 
a fairer, more humane bill be passed. In its present form this bill is flagrantly discriminatory. It 
mocks the American tradition of fair play. Unfortunately, it was not passed until the last day of 
the session. If I refused to sign this bill now, there would be no legislation on behalf of 
displaced persons until the next session of the Congress. 

It is a close question whether this bill is better or worse than no bill at all. After careful 
consideration I have decided, however, that it would not be right to penalize the beneficiaries 
of this bill on account of the injustices perpetrated against others who should have been 
included within its provisions. I have therefore signed the bill in the hope that its injustices will 
be rectified by the Congress at the first opportunity.

For all practical purposes, it must be frankly recognized, therefore, that this bill excludes 
Jewish displaced persons, rather than accepting a fair proportion of them along with other 
faiths. The bill also excludes many displaced persons of the Catholic faith who deserve 
admission.

Statement by President Harry S. Truman Upon 
Signing the Displaced Persons Act 1948 
(Public Law 774)  June 25, 1948
            (9/1/1939-12/22/1945)
It is with very great reluctance that I have signed S. 2242, the 
Displaced Persons Act of 1948.



The German Physicians 

The medical profession played a key role in Nazi Germany and the Nazi killing 
machine. By 1942 more than 38,000 doctors and ~ 45% of all German physicians 

joined the Nazi Party. This is a higher percentage than any other profession. 
About 7% of German physicians were members of the SS, compared with less 

than 0.5% of the general population. 
About one third of the commandants of the Nazi death camps were either PhD's or 

MD‘s.

Nazi doctors supervised the entire process of medical mass murder, from 
inventing the best killing methods, selecting those to be exterminated, and 
disposing of corpses. They conducted horrible ”medical” experiments on 

concentration-camp inmates. They did all of this in the name of "healing” and  
cleansing the Aryan body politic.



German physicians, nurses, other medical 
personnel, public health officials, and biomedical 

scientists accomplished the following: 

> 6,000,000 Jews were killed
  ~400,000 German patients selected and sterilized
  ~5,000 German children selected and euthanized
  ~200,000 German adults selected and  euthanized
  ~Only 15% of patients in German mental hospitals 

 at the start of World War II survived
  Cruel, murderous medical experiments on 
           thousands of concentration camp inmates





Each Year the Prussian Government 
provides the following funds:

 Normal Schoolchild (125 RM)
 Slow Learner (573 RM)
 Educable Mentally Ill (950 RM)
 Born Blind or Deaf Schoolchild 
  (1,500 RM)



The US eugenics movement hoped to breed a superior 
species: Tall, strong, and talented people especially blond, 
blue-eyed Nordic types. They believed such people should 
be the dominant  future population. 

The movement intended to “subtract “emancipated 
“Negroes”, immigrant Asian laborers, Indians, Hispanics, 
East Europeans, Jews, dark-haired “hill folk”, poor people, 
the infirm and really anyone deemed to be “outside” the 
genetic lines drawn up by “American Raceologists”. 

The Plan: 
Identify “defective” family trees and subject them to 
lifelong segregation and sterilization programs in order to 
kill their bloodlines. The grand plan was to literally wipe 
out the reproductive capability of all deemed weak and/or 
inferior–the “unfit.”

Eugenics in USA



Better Babies Contest 
Shelby County Fair and 

Horse Show.

William Charles Flynn
The Winner



American Eugenics 
Movement

Prof. Ross has proved it. When
the low immigrant is giving us
three babes while the Daughter 
Of the Revolution is giving us
one it means the Gibson and
Harrison Fisher Girl is vanish-
Ing. Her place is being taken 
by the low-browed, broad-faced,
flat-chested woman of lower
Europe. If this continues it
means a progressive loss of
racial excellence, intelligence
and power.



“1911 - Preliminary Report of the Committee of the Eugenic 
Section of the American Breeder’s Association to Study and to 
Report on the Best Practical Means for Cutting Off the Defective 
Germ-Plasm in the Human Population.”  
 Major Financial Support – The Carnegie Foundation 

Point # 8:  Euthanasia.
The most commonly suggested method of eugenicide in America was a 
“lethal chamber” or public locally operated gas chambers. 

1918 - Applied Eugenics (Paul Popenoe & Roswell Johnson)

“From an historical point of view, the first method which presents itself is 
execution… Its value in keeping up the standard of the race should not be 
underestimated.” 

Chapter titled “Lethal Selection”  …the destruction of the individual by some 
adverse feature of the environment, such as excessive cold,  bacteria, or by 
bodily deficiency.”

Eugenics in USA



Alexis Carrel 
     Man, The Unknown (1935)

    “(t)he conditioning of petty criminals 
  with the whip, or some more scientific 
  procedure, followed by a short stay in 
  hospital, would probably suffice to 

insure order. Those who have murdered, robbed 
while armed with automatic pistol or machine gun, 
kidnapped children, despoiled the poor of their 
savings, misled the public in important matters, 
should be humanely and economically disposed of in 
small euthanasic institutions supplied with proper 
gasses. A similar treatment could be advantageously 
applied to the insane, guilty of criminal acts.”

1912



Carrel’s 1936 preface to the German edition 
of his book 

Man, the Unknown

“The German government has taken energetic 
measures against the propagation of the defective, 
the mentally diseased, and the criminal. The ideal 
solution would be the suppression of each of these 
individuals as soon as he has proven himself to be 

dangerous.”



Charles A. Lindbergh & 
Dr. Alexis Carrel

June 13, 1938

https://search.time.com/results.html?N=46&Nf=p_date_range%7cBTWN+19380101+19381231
https://search.time.com/results.html?N=46&Nf=p_date_range%7cBTWN+19380101+19381231


Classroom Chart 

“The Face is the Soul of the Race” 

Alfred Vogel’s Textbook 
Heredity and Racial Science 
A Pictorial Representation



Germany during the Third Reich 
(1933-1945) 

• Sterilization Law
• Nuremberg Laws
• Child Euthanasia
• T4 Program (Tiergarten 4)
• Widespread Euthanasia
• Operation 14f13 
 (Sonderbehandlung
 "special treatment")
• The Final Solution
• Medical Experiments
• Cover-up

Nuremberg Laws
Law for the Protection of German 

Blood & German Honor 



The Power of Language



During the Holocaust, Nazis referred to Jews as rats. Hutus 
involved in the Rwanda genocide called Tutsis cockroaches. 
Slave owners throughout history considered slaves subhuman 
animals. In “Less Than Human”, David Livingstone Smith argues 
that it's important to define and describe dehumanization, because 
it's what opens the door for cruelty and genocide.

When the Nazis described Jews as Untermenschen, or 
subhumans, they didn't mean it metaphorically, says Smith. 
"They didn't mean they were like subhumans. They meant they 
were literally subhuman."

 It's wrong to kill a person, but permissible to exterminate a rat. 
To the Nazis, all the Jews, Gypsies and others were rats: 
dangerous, disease-carrying rats.



“They don’t care about crime and want illegal 
immigrants, no matter how bad they may be, to 
pour into and infest our country, like MS-13”



First Edition 1937
3rd English Edition (1990)

NEJM:
 “A unique & classic anatomy atlas …‘‘Outstanding book 
of great value to anatomists and surgeons” … “in a class 
of its own … will continue to be valued as a reference 
work…’’  

 JAMA:
‘‘A classic among atlases… illustrations that are truly 
works of art’’ 



Erich Lepier Ludwig Schrott, Jr. Karl Endtresser Franz Batke

Eduard Pernkopf (1888-1955)





Eduard Pernkopf (1888-1955)
Joined Nazi Party 1933.
Became Dean of the Vienna Medical School within weeks of the “Anschluss” in 1938. 
“Inaugural address : proclaims that doctors must serve not just individuals but the “whole 
body of the people” and must promote both positive selection of the “healthy and worthy” 
and negative selection – by extinction – of the “unworthy and bad”. 

Lectured it was critical to eliminate the genetically inferior by sterilization and “other 
means”. 

He expelled all Jewish faculty (over 50% of the faculty was Jewish), including several 
Nobel Laureates.

1943 to 1945 he was Rektor Magnificus (president) of the University of Vienna. 



First Edition 1937
3rd English Edition (1990)

NEJM:
 “A unique & classic anatomy atlas …‘‘Outstanding book 
of great value to anatomists and surgeons” … “in a class 
of its own … will continue to be valued as a reference 
work…’’  

 JAMA:
‘‘A classic among atlases… illustrations that are truly 
works of art’’ 

The bodies of at least 1377 murdered victims, including children, 
were accepted by the Institute of Anatomy. The bodies of the 

victims were used, without the victims’ or their families’ consent, 
for research and teaching, including by Pernkopf and his 

associates for his atlas.











Eponyms
Genesis 2:19
 “And out of the ground the G-d formed every beast of the field, 

and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto the man to see 
what he would call them; and whatsoever the man would call 
every living creature, that was to be the name thereof.” 

Disease Eponyms:

Named after the person who “first” described the condition. 
Named after a patient (Christmas, Lou Gehrig, Hartnup disease)
Named after a place (Lyme disease, Ebola fever, FMF)
Named after a characteristic or finding: Mongolism, Gargoylism, 

sickle cell disease 
Eponyms are a longstanding tradition in western science and 

medicine. The award of an eponym is generally regarded as an 
honor 



Hans Conrad Reiter 1881 – 1969
1932 - Joins Sturm Abteilung (SA)  

Brownshirts
Wrote a textbook about “purification” of 

the German people
Designed & participated in typhus 

vaccination experiments which killed 
hundreds of victims in  Buchenwald
Studied involuntary sterilization and 

euthanasia 
Arrested, imprisoned at Nuremberg

Released in 1947 - Reasons for, and terms of, release 
the remain “restricted”

Reactive Arthritis



Friederic Wegener
1907-1990



Klinger H.  Grenzformen der Periarteritis Nodosa.  
Frankf Z Pathol  42: 455-480, 1932

(Borderline Forms of Periarteritis Nodosa)

Wegener F. Über Generalisierte, Septische 
Gefäßerkrankungen.
Verh Dtsch Path Ges 29: 202-210, 1937

(On Generalized Septic Vessel Disease)

Wegener F. Über eine Eigenartige Granulomatose mit 
Besonderer Beteiligung des Arteriensystems und der 
Nieren.  Beitr Pathol Anat 102: 36-68, 1939

(On a Peculiar Rhinogenic Granulomatosis with Particular
Involvement of the Arterial System and the Kidney)



Godman GC & Churg J:  Wegener’s Granulomatosis  Arch 
Pathol 58: 533, 1954

Fahey, JL; Leonard, E; Churg, J; Goodman, G. Wegener’s 
Granulomatosis. Am J Med 17; 168, 1954

Reviewed 22 cases from the literature and
added 7 

new cases



Original Lancet Submission Wegener’s Granulomatosis
    2000 Rejected  



•September, 1932, 8 months before Hitler seized power, Wegener became a member of the 
    Sturm Abteilung (SA), or Brownshirts
•May 1, 1933 Hitler takes control of Germany – Wegener joins Nazi Party on that day
•Becomes a protégé of Martin Staemmler,  a pathologist & notorious Nazi who is the author 

of several major textbooks of “Racial Hygiene”
•1938  Promoted to SA-Sanitäts-Obersturmbannführer  (lieutenant colonel) 
•1939-1944 Serves as an army pathologist in Lodz, Poland
•Specific crimes never confirmed but he almost certainly participated in selection of Jews

For extermination and in autopsy studies of high altitude experiments. Labeled a war 
criminal by the Polish Ministry for the Interior. His name was forwarded to the United 
Nations War Crimes Commission

Granulomatosis with Polyangiitis (GPA) 



Jacob Churg, MD
(1910-2005)

Born in Dolhinow, Poland
MD University of Wilno (Vilna)

1936 – Escaped to New York City 
Joined the staff at Mt. Sinai

Lotte Strauss, MD
1913 – 1985

Born in Nuremberg, Germany
MD Sienna, Italy

1938 Escaped to New York City
First Pediatric Pathologist at Mt. Sinai

.

Am J Pathol. 1951 Apr; 27(2): 277–301.

Churg Strauss Syndrome
Eosinophilic Granulomatosis with Polyangiitis (GPA) 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1937314/?page=1
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1937314/?page=1


NAZI EPONYMS





Seldin at Dachau – Correcting Misremembered History

Capt. Donald W. Seldin swearing-in as an expert  
witness at Dachau Trial

Michael Emmett MD







Capt. Donald W. Seldin
1946

Captain Donald W. Seldin
1946 98th General Hospital – Munich, Germany

(9-9-9) Residency Training 



Capt. Seldin swearing-in as an expert  witness at the Dachau Trial
Of a Nazi Physician who had participated in murderous human 

experimentation – largely related to the prevention and treatment of malaria



RESPECT FOR PERSONS:
 Individuals should be treated as 
  autonomous agents
 Persons with diminished autonomy 
  are entitled to protection

BENIFICIENCE
 Do not harm
 Maximize benefits, minimize risks

JUSTICE
 Equal distribution of burdens and 
  benefits
 To each person equal share
 To each person according to individual
   need effort, societal contribution,
   and/or merit

1978

National Commission for the Protection of Human 
Subjects of Biomedical and Behavioral Research

(1974–1978).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Commission_for_the_Protection_of_Human_Subjects_of_Biomedical_and_Behavioral_Research
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Commission_for_the_Protection_of_Human_Subjects_of_Biomedical_and_Behavioral_Research
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Commission_for_the_Protection_of_Human_Subjects_of_Biomedical_and_Behavioral_Research
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Commission_for_the_Protection_of_Human_Subjects_of_Biomedical_and_Behavioral_Research


Seldin’s 1981 Presidential Address to 
the Association of American Physicians



May 1, 2018

“He was convicted and sentenced to death”

10/24/1920 – 4/25/2018





• A handsome man – about 40 yo
• Spoke English very well
• Participated in his own defense & “argued with 

great lucidity”
• Very well educated; had trained & worked at the 

Robert Koch Institute 
• Internationally renowned investigator of malaria
• Had received grants from the Rockefeller Foundation
• Was convicted of murderous experiments and 

executed by hanging

About 1 year before his death Seldin asks me to see if I could 
identify the name of the Nazi Physician against whom he had 
testified at Dachau and elucidate the specifics of the trial. He 

recalled that the physician was:



Tehran Conference 28 November – 1 December 1943



Palace of Justice
Nuremberg, Germany

The International Military Tribunal (IMT) 
(USA, France, UK, and USSR) 

verses 
Hermann Goering et al 

(23 others including von Ribbentrop, Hess, and Speer) 
Convened on November 20th, 1945



Hermann 
Göring

Ernst 
Kaltenbrunner

Rudolf
Hess 

Joachim 
von Ribbentrop

Wilhelm
Keitel

Verdict October 1st, 1946.
15 Convicted – 12 Sentenced  to Death



Martin Bormann  (Death in absentia)
Karl Doenitz (10 years)
Hans Frank (Death)
Wilhelm Frick (Death)
N. Hans Fritzsche (Acquittal)
Walter Funk (Life)
Hermann Wilhelm Goering (Death -   
       Cyanide Suicide before 
Execution)
Rudolf Hess (Life)
Alfred Jodl (Death)
Ernst Kaltenbrunner (Death)
Wilhelm Keitel (Death)
Gustav Krupp von Bohlen 
         und  Halbach (No Decision)

Robert Ley (No Decision – Suicide 
prior to trial start)

Baron Konstantin von Neurath 
  (15 years)
Franz von Papen (Acquittal)
Erich Raeder (Life)
Joachim von Ribbentrop (Death)
Alfred Rosenberg (Death)
Fritz Sauckel (Death)
Hjalmar Schact (Acquittal)
Baldur von Shirach (20 Years)
Arthur Seyss-Inquart (Death)
Albert Speer (20 Years)
Julius Streicher (Death)

NUREMBERG IMT VERDICTS



NMT 1 Medical (“Doctors”) Trial  USA v. Karl Brandt et al. 1946-47 
NMT 2 USA v. Erhard Milch 1946-47
NMT 3 Judges Trial USA v. Josef Altstoetter et al. 1947 
NMT 4 USA v. Oswald Pohl et al. 1947
NMT 5 USA v. Friedrich Flick et al. 1947
NMT 6 I. G. Farben (USA v. Carl Krauch  et al. 1947-48
NMT 7 Hostage Case USA v. Wilhelm List et al. 1947-48
NMT 8 USA v. Ulrich Greifelt et al. 1947-48
NMT 9 Einsatzgruppen Case (USA v. Otto Ohlendorf et al. 1947-48
NMT 10 USA v. Alfred Krupp et al. 1947-48
NMT 11 Ministries Case USA v. Ernst von Weizsaecker et al. 1947-49
NMT 12 High Command Case USA v. Wilhelm von Leeb et al. 1947-
48

Nuremberg Military Tribunals
USA Only



Nuremberg Medical (“Doctors”) Trial  
USA v. Karl Brandt et al. 

12/91946 – 8/20/1947 

Karl Brandt 

14 Convicted – 7 Executed
9 Acquitted



A result of the Nuremberg Medical (“Doctors”) Trial:

The Nuremberg Code
10 points which define "Permissible Medical Experiments"

 1. Voluntary informed consent
 2. Fruitful result For the good of society
 3. Prior experimentation on animals, and prior knowledge of the problem
 4. Avoidance of unnecessary physical or mental injury
 5. Banning of known lethal or disabling procedures
 6. Degree of risks should not exceed benefits
 7. Proper preparation and facilities to prevent injury or death
 8. Performance of experiments only by scientifically qualified people
 9. Participants may freely end the experiment
 10. The experiment must stop if it proves too dangerous



(Occupation Zones) 

Dachau



Dachau Trials
8/1945 - 12/1947

A series of non-jury trials
Proof of innocence burden was 

on the defense
Verdicts were determined by a 
panel of seven military officers

1,672 German alleged war criminals
were tried in 489 separate 

Proceedings.
1,416 former Nazis were convicted

297 Death Sentences –
most were commuted



1,672 Alleged German
 War Criminals 

1,416 convictions
297 Death Sentences



United States of America v. Martin Gottfried Weiss et al
40 defendants – 36 received Death Sentence and 28 were executed

Claus Karl Schilling MD



      Claus Karl Schilling MD

• Internationally renowned 
investigator of tropical diseases 
including sleeping sickness and 
malaria. 

• Trained and worked at the Robert 
Koch Institute 

     (He was one of Koch’s students)
• Before WWII conducted 
     many human malaria experiments     
     in Germany, Africa, and Italy. 
• Professor of Parasitology 
     University of Berlin
• Member of the Malaria 

Commission of the League of 
Nations

• Received at least two grants from 
the Rockefeller Foundation Claus Karl Schilling 

MD
Executed

28 May 1946

Convicted and sentenced to death
International effort to reverse the death sentence was 

mounted 

74 Years Old
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United States vs. Rudolph Brachtel et al
By General Military Government Court

Tried at Dachau, Germany  
Beginning: 24 November 47



Rudolf Adalbert Brachtel, MD
Captain in the SS (Hauptsturm-Führer)

He had performed between 80 -180 liver biopsies, 
without consent, aseptic technique or anesthesia. 

Some normal individuals were biopsied as “controls”. 
Some resulted in fatal hemorrhage. He was also 

responsible for selection of sick camp prisoners for 
gassing. He participated in some human freezing 

experiment

“Acquitted” 
Practiced medicine in Giessen Germany

Died at age 79 yo



Nuremberg Medical Trial  
USA v. Karl Brandt et al. 

12/91946 – 8/20/1947 

Karl Brandt 





Stateville Correctional Center
near Chicago 





Dr. Werner Leibbrant 
Dr. Andrew C. Ivy

“Doctor’s Trial” 
US Army Prosecution’s Two Major Witnesses re

 Ethics of Medical Experiments

“any experiment on prisoners is
unethical because prisoners are in
a forced situation and cannot be
volunteers, regardless of what

they say or sign.”

Ivy was forced to acknowledge that no 
written research principles existed in the USA 

before  12/1946 & the AMA “principles” 
were formulated only for the purpose of

the Medical Trial.



Nathan Leopold Jr 
Statesville Prison



Leopold and Loeb confessed to the murder of 14-year-old Bobby Franks for
“the thrill and satisfaction of pulling off the perfect crime”. This was called 
“The Crime of the Century” 

At their sentencing hearing defense attorney Clarence Darrow, delivered 
his most famous speech - 12 hour long. He was successful in having them 
avoid the death penalty. Each was sentenced to “life plus 99 years”. A
Adlai Stevenson commuted Leopold’s sentence “…largely on the grounds
of his voluntary participation in war-time malaria experiments…” making 
him eligible for parole, which occurred on 3/13/1958 



Nathan Leopold Jr 
Statesville Prison



Verdicts - Nuremberg “Doctor’s” Trial  
USA v. Karl Brandt et al. 1946-47 
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Seldin’s major mantra: 

“The relentless pursuit of the 
truth”


