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The Osler Catalogue in the Rare 
Dust Jacket, and a Pro-Forma 
Invoice for Leonard Mackall’s 
Complimentary Copy.

Garrison called Mackall, a contributing 
editor of the catalogue, “Osler’s 
Bibliographic Sleuth-Hound.”
(Molina Collection)



1. How the Bibliotheca Osleriana was organized 
from both biographical and bibliographical 
points of view.

2. .  Selection of Osler’s Bibliotheca Prima, and 
how it was published in the Bibliotheca 
Osleriana.

3.  The influence of Sir William Osler, the Bibliotheca 
Osleriana, and the Bibliotheca Prima in particular, upon 
collectors in Osler’s time, and those following.



The Table of Arrangement is Nearly Entirely Devoted to the 
Bibliotheca Prima



Including names that would appear in the 
Bibliotheca Prima



The Table of Arrangement is Nearly Entirely Devoted to the 
Bibliotheca Prima



A typical page from John Ferguson’s Catalogue 
of the Young Collection



The Table of Arrangement is Nearly Entirely Devoted to the 
Bibliotheca Prima





Isaac Newton items from 
Cushing’s Library are in the 

lower left corner



The Norman Catalogue, Inspired by 
the Bibliotheca Osleriana



Osler’s Deed of 
Gift

1 October 1911



Osler’s March 24, 1919 Memorandum



W.S. Thayer’s
 Copy from 

Mario Molina’s Collection



The Instrument Exhibition
Osler Holding Vesalius’s Tabulae Sex



Osler’s Bibliotheca Prima
 The First Announcement



The Extensively Edited Quotation from
Sir Thomas Browne



Planning Notes for the Bibliotheca Osleriana 
dated March, 1916, typed in 1918.



Basic Arrangement is Established
Miss J.F. Willcock is working on the catalogue cards



1919 Listing of the Bibliotheca Prima



Bibliotheca Prima Continued
Mendel’s name does not appear on this draft.



Cushing’s notes 
on the Harvey 
Section show 

that it remained 
on cards.



W.W. Francis and R.H. Hill Working on the Bibliotheca Osleriana
 at 13 Norham Gardens – Archibald Malloch



A Portion of Osler’s Library Card File 
in the Osler Library



Extensively Marked Up by the Editors



Grace Osler returning a book in which 
Osler’s posthumous bookplate was 
mounted by mistake. 

Reference to R.H. Hill, “the man who 
works here.”
(Molina Collection)



Signed by W. W. Francis on the Left Pastedown; Initialed by 
R. R. Trotman in the lower right corner of the second page.



Only the Most Basic Holdings for Cavendish



Minimal Representation for
 Faraday, Joule and Adams



Almost Non-Existent Representation for Mendel



Spectacular Jenner Material



Cushing’s Reproduction of the Mead  Catalogue 
Card Marked up by Osler and the Editors



Osler’s Note on 
the Mead 

Library 
Catalogue as it 
was Eventually 

Published



Osler’s Copy and his Barely Legible Note 



How Osler’s note eventually appeared in the printed catalogue



Was Choulant’s Handbuch an Inspiration for the 
Bibliotheca Prima?



Annotations by Osler in the Bibliotheca Osleriana
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Osler Collecting Genealogy

Bern Dibner
Harrison Horblit
H.F. Norman
Meyer Friedman
J. Norman

Casey Wood Geoffrey KeynesHerbert M. Evans
  (Medicine & Science)

Latchkeyers

William Osler

John F. Fulton
Laurence Reynolds 
John Martin
K. Garth Huston
Gene Flamm
W. Bruce Fye
Mario Molina
David Wolf

Henry Barton  Jacobs

Myron PrinzmetalThomas McCrae

Jack Pincus

Harvey Cushing
     (Medicine)



Evans as he looked when I knew him, 
with his “Epochal Achievements” (1934)



The Catalogues of Evans’ First Library of the 
History of Science & Medicine



Dibner’s Heralds of Science (1955)

Included works by 42 
of Osler’s Bibliotheca 
Prima authors



Horblit’s One Hundred Books Famous in Science (1964)

Included works by 32 
of Osler’s Bibliotheca 
Prima Authors



Haskell Norman’s 100 Books Famous in Medicine (1995)
Included 33 Books by 
Osler’s Bibliotheca 
Prima authors. 
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 Mario Molina
 Mary Hague-Yearl of the Osler Library
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 Charles Bryan


